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Next weekend, we celebrate Mother's Day, a time when we honor and express love in a special 
way toward our mothers, living and dead. Next weekend is also a special time of prayer 
designated by Pope John Paul II. As a universal Church, we are asked to celebrate a World Day 
of Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious life. !
What is the role of mothers and fathers in fostering and encouraging a vocation? The Second 
Vatican Council stated that the family is, so to speak, the domestic Church. In it parents should 
by their word and example, be the first preachers of the faith to their children. They should 
encourage them in the vocation which is proper to each of them and they should foster with 
special care any religious vocation. !
Vocations to the priesthood and religious life involve a call from God and a deeply personal 
response. But this response is not made in a vacuum. It is made within a family and among 
friends who indicate in a variety of ways whether they consider a religious vocation a life of great 
value in the service of God and people. The inspiration and desire to serve God can be nurtured 
by the example, words and guidance of parents, teachers and friends. Foremost in the 
opportunity to implant such ambitions and desires are the young person's own parents. !
By their prayers for their children, by sympathetic and honest direction, by making their homes 
Christ-centered, parents can create a climate in which the grace of God can operate 
efficaciously. It is commonly said that many Catholic parents pray that God will inspire their 
children to follow a Church vocation, but the responses to surveys suggest that parents are not 
sure just what their own role is in fostering this calling. The majority of them seem reluctant to 
bring up the subject with their child, while many are unwilling to take the initiative, or even to 
encourage their child's religious vocation. The parental attitude toward the life career of their 
children seems to be one of reluctance to interfere. The child must make up his or her own 
mind. !
Career studies, however, have shown that the occupational choice of young people are largely 
traceable to the influence of home, family, and parents. Most parents are willing to counsel their 
daughters about marriage, or about specific occupations like nursing or teaching, and they are 
ready to advise their sons about opportunities in this business or that profession. Yet, they are 
reluctant to express preferences, or to give persuasive information about Church vocations. If 
the question is put specifically, as in the case of the son who already wants to be a religious, the 
parents know that they should not stand in the way and might even encourage him to follow this 
vocation. The real question, however, is whether the parents stimulate, encourage and foster the 
idea of a Church vocation among their children. !
Happy Mother's Day next weekend. Let us pray together that mothers and fathers will 
encourage their sons and daughters to consider a vocation. 
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