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As we come to the conclusion of the Easter season and anticipate the great feasts of the 
Ascension and Pentecost, the Scripture readings in the daily liturgy reveal a certain urgency in 
the dialogues between the Lord Jesus and His disciples. He begins to challenge them to 
become His witnesses in the world, to proclaim the good news to the ends of the earth. !
The same challenge still holds today. We are asked to be the Lord's witnesses in 1980. What 
does it mean to be a witness? The root meaning of witness is to speak on behalf of another. And 
that is what we are called to do and to be - people who live and speak and make incarnate the 
person and the values of Jesus through the Church in our own lives and in the life of the world. !
Rod Brownfield, in an excellent article in a magazine called MINISTRIES (P.O. Box 1076, 
Skokie, Ill. 6077, $12.00 per year) states that a witness is "someone who from his or her own 
experience really knows and can testify to what is true." He goes on to say that when you 
examine the word, "witness," you realize that its root, "wit." is a cousin of "wise" which means to 
"know." Essential to the responsibility of witnessing to the Lord today is our knowledge of Him. 
This knowledge is more than just knowing about the Lord, but rather calls us to the intimate 
knowledge of lovers. !
The style of witnessing to which we are called is found in the history of the early Christian 
community. Long before we had a written Gospel, we had a Gospel of witness. This 
responsibility belongs to the entire community by reason of our Baptism. And so today in 1980, 
the same final command the Lord gave to His apostles as He ascended to the Father is given to 
each of us. But how do we witness to the Lord today? !
Our witness is a lifestyle which testifies that Jesus is present and working in the world today 
through our actions of charity, justice, care, love, and concern. Rod Brownfield states that "this 
style of evangelizing doesn't have to be weighty with talk and a flurry of words to have its 
impact. Rather, it is a style of lived faith that is so open and rich yet simple that others can't help 
but notice and inquire: Why?" !
With the challenge of witness comes the responsibility of wisdom which calls us to a knowledge 
of the Lord and His Church. This wisdom is especially asked of us today as the Church 
challenges us to be mature adult Christians which we can become as a result of prayer, study, 
and dialogue. !
The challenge to be witnesses to the Lord is still present! Are we willing to respond? 
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