
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

America is famous for the many inventions which our country has contributed to the world in 
which we live. The entire edition of this paper could be filled with a listing of the contribution of 
American genius to the world of machinery, electronics and technology. Despite our short history 
as a nation, we have also contributed to the cultural values of our people. In fact, we have 
enhanced values which have often enough been taken for granted. !
This coming Sunday we celebrate one of the great contributions of American society to the 
human community in which we live. It is a celebration of a value that is important to us as human 
beings and as members of the Christian Catholic community. Next Sunday, we celebrate 
Mother's Day. !
Mother's Day is a celebration of the dynamic force of life that is part of all of us as human 
beings, as men and women. It is a celebration of the transmission of life that occurs when a 
husband and wife share with God in the creative and magnificent act of human generation. Next 
Sunday is a day when we affirm life and we honor in a special way the physical person who has 
shared life with each of us. !
How does one describe one's mother? Poets have tried. Artists attempt to capture the power of 
motherhood on canvas. But all these attempts never really reflect the reality of the concrete 
human person who has shared the gift of life with each of us. !
For many this Mother's Day will be an opportunity to join in person or by means of a phone call 
or a letter with a greeting, a gift, and a prayer. For others, it will be a time to remember a person 
who now hopefully shares new life with God. But for all of us, more than anything else, I hope 
Mother's Day will be a time to reflect on the value of life, the respect we are asked to have for 
life and the challenge that is offered to all of us to protect life from the moment of conception 
until the moment of death. !
I won't have a chance to stop at the cemetery this year, but I know I will take some time this 
Sunday to remember a fantastic person who shared so much with me, and especially the gift of 
life.!

++++++++++!
After the spring meeting of the Bishops in the country, it was good to come back to Montana and 
once again the activities began. Last weekend included Confirmation at St. Gerard's on Friday 
and the celebration of the Graduation Mass and Graduation Ceremonies at the College of Great 
Falls. Later on Saturday evening, it was a quick trip to Billings in order to join the Billings 
community for MAYFAIR. So many people contribute to the success of this annual fundraising 
event which helps to continue and promote the value of Catholic education in the Billings 
community. To all who contribute their time, talent and help, may I express my deepest 
thanks .... Over the new few weeks, I hope to be able to join the religious women of our Diocese 
for a time of prayer and discussion. I look forward to these opportunities in order to listen, to 
speak, to share, and to work together with the religious women who exercise ministry in our 
Diocese in so many ways .... This is also the time for graduations and it will be my privilege to 
join the high school communities of Billings, Miles City and Lewistown for their graduation 
Masses and/or ceremonies. 
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I look on these experiences as rare opportunities to meet with the future leadership of our 
Church and our community .... Confirmations continue during the month of May and these 
celebrations continue to be tremendous experiences of joy and faith for myself .... I have also 
enjoyed the opportunity these past few weeks of joining the school communities at St. Gerard's, 
Little Flower, and Hays for the celebration of the Eucharist …. As I met the young people of our 
Diocese, I am more convinced than ever that a number of young people have a great potential 
for a vocation to priesthood and religious life …. Once again, I would encourage parishes to pray 
for vocations and I would ask parents to raise this question with their sons and daughters ..... 
The month of May is traditionally a time when we honor Mary the Mother of God. I would 
encourage the recitation of the Rosary and devotions to Mary during this month .... The month of 
May is a time of new life, new hope. It is a great time to prepare ourselves for the celebration 
that begins on May 18th when we begin our full year of our response to the call to greatness 
which we share for our 75th anniversary as the Diocese of Eastern Montana. 
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