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A visitor to our country for the first time during the past few weeks might have a real case of 
bewilderment and concern if he or she took time to glance at newspapers or watch the ads on 
television. For weeks, a tremendous focus has been placed on the thousand and one objects a 
person might buy as a Mother's Day gift. Commercialism seems to have captured another 
attempt to recognize and appreciate unique gifts of the human spirit. !
Mother's Day is a time to give honor and respect to that person who has shared life and love 
with each of us. If we are fortunate enough to have that person still living among us, it is right 
and proper that a sign of appreciation might be shared with her through a letter, a card and a 
gift. If that person has died, then Mother's Day becomes a time to remember and to give thanks 
for the gifts she shared with us. !
The far more powerful significance of Mother's Day would seem to be the values which the ideal 
and reality of being a "mother" communicate. The tragedy would be that Mother's Day could 
become a commercial success, but in the process we lose the meaning of what we celebrate. !
Mother's Day is a Celebration of Life. It asks us to recognize the unique gift to life which 
begins at the moment of conception. It challenges us to appreciate and preserve the value of life 
in a society which ignores the rights of the unborn child and the right to life of the human person 
from the moment of conception. !
Mother's Day is a Celebration of Love. It challenges married couples to be open to the 
transmission of life in the love which they share and exchange. This value contradicts the 
contraceptive mentality that is so pervasive today. !
Mother's Day is a Celebration of Service. The mother is the symbol and reality of generous 
giving on behalf of others. Sacrifice and commitment are not mere words, but rather lived 
realities for the person who has this role and responsibility in the world today. !
Mother's Day is a Celebration of Faith and Hope. The mother never gives up in the belief she 
has in her children. There is always the hope present that the child will grow, will mature, will 
change, will recapture lost values. !
Mother's Day is a celebration of all the above and more. It's ironic that as we focus in on the gifts 
we might offer our mothers, we could well forget the gifts which mothers offer us. !
In sharing these values of life, love, service, faith and hope, Mother's Day becomes a 
celebration of the human person who is challenged to incarnate these gifts in his or her life. It 
becomes a celebration for men and women, for the women unable to bear a child, for young and 
old.!
All the above could well be ideal and theoretical. But it becomes very real as I think about a 
gravesite in a Western suburb of Chicago where the mortal remains of the person whom I called 
"mother" rest today. I wish I could stop there this Mother’s Day, say a prayer, and give thanks to 
a person whom I never thanked enough for the gifts she shared with me. Yet, I know the best 
way to express my gratitude is to live out those gifts in my own life. !
A Happy Mother's Day to all mothers. May Mary, the mother of Jesus and our Mother, help us to 
appreciate the gifts which mothers share with all of us.
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