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Next weekend the Church celebrates one of the major feasts of the liturgical year - the feast of 
Pentecost. We are reminded in the liturgy of the first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon 
the followers of Jesus, and the Church began its mission of proclaiming the good news of the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth. Previously uncertain and afraid, men and women responded to 
the challenge of Jesus. They left established structures and customs to be a part of the early 
Christian community whose unity in faith and worship characterized them in a unique way. As 
members of the Roman Catholic faith community in 1983, we are asked to live the spirit of 
Pentecost today. !
The Holy Spirit is guiding the Church under the leadership of the Holy Father and the Bishops in 
cooperation with the laity, religious and priests in dioceses and parishes throughout the world. At 
the time of the first Pentecost, there were those reluctant to change, those unwilling to respond 
to the challenge of the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, the same is true today. Within the Roman 
Catholic faith community, there are those who attack and criticize the work of the Church. They 
do this often in anonymity using the names of saints for the title of their group. I don’t believe the 
saints whose names are used would feel complimented because these saints were witnesses to 
truth and openness, and most of all witnesses to unity in the Church under the Holy Father and 
Bishops. !
Other groups in the Church today gather under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
often criticize many of the changes that have taken place in the Church since Vatican II. The 
readers of this column know full well that I have encouraged and asked for greater devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin, but all such devotion must be focused on Christ. Again, I believe the Blessed 
Virgin would not feel good about the use of her name by people attacking the Church, the 
Bishops and priests, and changes which have been approved by the Holy Father. It is 
unfortunate that some people must cling to spurious and unauthenticated so called "visions" of 
Mary. In so many ways these groups are separating themselves from the Church and the Spirit 
of Pentecost. !
Pentecost calls us to renew the face of the earth. Pentecost challenges us as individuals and as 
parish communities to spiritual renewal. This Fall, many parishes in our Diocese will begin a 
three-year program of spiritual renewal entitled RENEW. As Bishop, I approve wholeheartedly of 
this program and encourage people to be a part of it. Its method and content are faithful to our 
Roman Catholic faith tradition. Those who maintain otherwise are sadly mistaken and 
uninformed. !
May Pentecost, 1983, be a celebration of faith and unity within our Church as we respond to the 
challenge of the Spirit today. May the world recognize us by the unity we share in faith and 
worship.
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