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This column each week in the Montana Catholic Register offers me the opportunity of reflecting 
on various topics which I believe are important to share with the people of our Diocese. Space 
prohibits a commentary on everything happening around us in the Church in Montana as well as 
in the world. So every once in a while, I thought it would be good to offer a variety of thoughts 
that run through my mind for your reaction and feedback. !
YOUNG PEOPLE - THE FUTURE - We are just completing the annual ritual of graduations from 
grade schools, high schools and colleges. It is an exciting time in the lives of young people and 
families. But it is a time also for us to be conscious of that rich heritage within our Church and 
our community - our youth. Being young today is a challenging and demanding experience. 
Young people are filled with energy and talent which needs direction and support from our 
Church and our communities. We must find ways in which we might share the values of the 
Gospel and the Church with our youth. We can do this through programs such as religious 
education and SEARCH. But we are also asked to fulfill this responsibility through our own 
witness and lifestyle. Our celebration of liturgy and parish life must speak to the young people of 
our Church so that the Church and the liturgy we celebrate becomes a vibrant part of their lives 
in which they are not merely observers, but active participants. I believe our ministry to young 
people is a priority in our parishes and diocese. !
MAY-THE MONTH OF MARY - We are also completing the month of May, a traditional time for 
Catholics to honor Mary, the mother of God. Devotion to Mary is part of our lives as Roman 
Catholics. The Rosary and other Marian devotions are an important part of our heritage which 
should be preserved and handed down to the next generation. The renewal of liturgy in the 
Church has focused our attention on the need for full and active participation in the celebration 
of the Eucharist and other sacraments, but that same renewal reminds us of the importance of 
Marian devotions, the rosary as well as other familiar facets of our faith tradition including 
Benediction and Stations of the Cross. It would be tragic if we were to lose these significant 
dimensions of our belief as Roman Catholics. !
CARE AND SHARE - The response to this year's CARE AND SHARE appeal has been most 
encouraging. We all know that the Church needs the material resources to fulfill its obligations of 
service and ministry to the people in our own Diocese as well as to serve the Church in our 
nation and the world. To all those who contributed so generously, I want to express my gratitude 
and appreciation. To those who have not yet contributed or to those who might be able to offer 
additional help, I would ask you to respond as soon as possible. !
OUR DIOCESAN NEWSPAPER - I believe it is important for our Diocese to have a weekly 
newspaper which offers us a means of communication with each other and with the Church on a 
national and international level. But it is essential to have the support of our people for such a 
publication. As readers of the Register, would you encourage others to subscribe? Unless we 
increase our subscription base, we must assess the very viability of our diocesan newspaper. 
Your comments and feedback are most appreciated. !
As we begin the summer months, I hope they are an enjoyable time for all and I pray especially 
that our land may yield a rich harvest with good rains. Have a good week. 
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