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Last weekend I was invited to a celebration I wish I could have attended. It was the 50th 
anniversary of religious profession of Sister Jeanne Marie, S. P. I suspect few readers of this 
column ever heard or Sister Jeanne Marie, but she was a very important person in my life - she 
was my first grade teacher some forty plus years ago. !
I don't know if it's a sign of advancing old age, but I have vivid memories of that first grade 
experience. Likewise, I don't know if the idyllic memory matches the reality, but I suspect it 
comes close. I recall well the school building and classroom, and I even recall some faces of the 
50 plus students in that one classroom with one teacher without other aides or assistants. !
But what I recall most is the excitement generated by this young first grade nun in the 
experience of learning and the power of religious belief. She was able to communicate more 
than mechanical skills acquired of recognizing letters and words, but to appreciate the power of 
ideas. She shared an awareness of religion as a relationship to the Lord and to the Church. She 
even raised with some of us the idea of being a priest, and from that class of first graders so 
many years ago, two of us are ordained and serving the Church today. !
Sister Jeanne Marie's 50th anniversary celebration has brought back a lot of memories - the real 
sacrifices of my parents to pay the tuition each month, the commitment of my local parish to 
Catholic education, the integration of education with religious beliefs and values, and countless 
other realities which are part of my life today. !
Sister Jeanne Marie’s celebration makes me also aware of the gift of service and commitment 
which laity and religious offer to the Church today through Catholic education. As we conclude 
another school year, this is a time to express our gratitude to the teachers in our schools of 
Eastern Montana. Catholic education is a value not only for those attending Catholic schools; it 
is a value for the parish and the total community. Catholic education achieves its purpose best 
when it reflects the values of the Gospel and the teaching of the Church, when teachers share 
not only knowledge but their own faith life and commitment to the Church, when Catholic 
education builds up the local parish community and does not become a source of division or 
separation from the prime responsibility of a parish to serve a total community of people from 
childhood to adulthood. The tension occurs in Catholic education today when people fail to see 
the need for Catholic education to be truly Catholic which recognizes the responsibility of the 
parish to use its resources and energy to reach out to all its people. !
A sincere thanks to parents, teachers and parish communities who have made Catholic 
education possible this past year in Eastern Montana. And a personal thanks to people such as 
Sister Jeanne Marie, S.P. who have shared their gifts and talents with so many of us for so 
many years.
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