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Part of our Roman Catholic tradition is to designate certain days in the course of the year as 
celebrations of the major truths of our faith. Easter, Pentecost and Christmas are good examples 
of this tradition. Yet, this weekend we celebrate a feast which gets to the heart of our identity. !
Sunday, June 5th, is the Feast of Corpus Christi. It is a time to celebrate our identity as Christ's 
Body. It is a time to focus in upon the gift of nourishment and grace which the Lord offers us in 
the Eucharist. !
As Roman Catholics we have a relationship as individuals to the Lord. However, we are also 
called to relate to others in a community of faith within a Church with outward expectations of 
what it means to be a member of that Church. The Church has laws and guidelines which it 
expects its members to follow whether in regard to divorce and remarriage, intercommunion, 
and essential articles of faith. To dismiss these expectations as not being relevant is to become 
a law unto oneself. That would be tragic, and most of all, it would be divisive to the unity to 
which we are called as the Body of Christ. !
On the other hand, there are those within the Roman Catholic faith community reluctant to 
respond to the challenges of the Church today. Despite encouragement and approval by popes 
and bishops, some still cling to past traditions as though they were divine law. They fail to 
recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in the renewal of the Church today with the call of the 
Church to respond to the signs of the times as expressed in Vatican II. !
At the heart of our unity as a Roman Catholic faith community is the Eucharist! We are invited to 
receive the Body and Blood of Christ which becomes our nourishment for living our faith. The 
Eucharist also calls us to adoration, an awareness that Jesus is present in our churches and 
chapels within the Blessed Sacrament. I commend the parish communities of our Diocese 
where people have been invited to spend time in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament over a 
24-hour period in preparation for the Feast of Corpus Christi. !
The Eucharist is a gift of the presence of the Lord. It would be a tragedy to take this gift for 
granted either as a symbol of our unity in faith and worship, or as the presence of Jesus himself. 
Corpus Christi is more than a feast, it is a way of life!!
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