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Priest Personnel Changes – This issue of the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER contains the 
announcement of priest personnel changes for the coming year. As these changes occur and 
projections on available priest personnel are made for the coming years, it is obvious that we will 
be unable to staff the parishes and institutions as we have in the past, unless there in an 
increase in vocations to the priesthood to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. If your parish 
community is having a change in personnel, please welcome the new priest(s) in a spirit of 
cooperation and support. !
Prayer for Vocations – By 1985, thirteen diocesan priests will be eligible for retirement. If all of 
our present seminarians are ordained as priests, we will have six newly ordained priests by 
1985. This does not take into account the realities of sickness or death. We are reaching a point 
of crisis as far as available priest personnel available to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. 
Please pray for the vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Please encourage young 
people in our communities to consider priesthood and religious life as a vocation. !
Care and Share – 1982 – This issue of the MONTANA CATHOLIC REGISTER also contains the 
final results of this year’s CARE AND SHARE appeal. Once again, this is not the Bishop’s 
appeal, but rather our response in justice and charity to the needs of the Church in our Diocese, 
our nation and world. The CARE AND SHARE appeal replaces the usual assessment made of 
each parish by the diocese and also replaces the twelve or more second collections for national 
and international causes. A sincere “thank you” must go out to all those who contributed so 
generously to CARE AND SHARE. May God bless you for your generosity!!
Bishops meeting in Collegeville – From June 12th to June 23rd, there will be an extraordinary 
meeting of the Bishops of the country at St. John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota. This 
meeting will offer time for reflection and prayer by the Bishops as they consider their 
responsibility in the Church today. Please remember in your prayers the Bishops of the country 
who will gather for this meeting. I would ask your prayers for myself. !
Feast of Corpus Christi - Next weekend, we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi. We 
celebrate the great gift of the Eucharist which Christ has shared with us. The Eucharist is the 
central act of worship of the Roman Catholic faith community which gives us an identity as a 
people of God. The liturgy in our parishes each weekend should be celebrations of faith which 
involve full, active and conscious participation by all present.!
Prayers for our Land – The violent Spring storm last week wreaked great havoc in many parts 
of our Diocese. The moisture was most welcome, but the unique weather conditions reminded 
us once again of the need for prayer that our land might be blessed and be able to yield a good 
harvest this season. Please remember in your prayers all those whose livelihood depends on 
the land.  
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