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During this time of year, a number of people celebrate anniversaries of their commitment to their 
vocation, whether it is priesthood, religious life or marriage. It is a time to give thanks to God and 
to countless people who have helped sustain us, encourage us, and support us. It is also a time 
to look ahead to see how we might best use the gifts which God has shared with us as well as to 
encourage others to live the same vocation. !
For many priests of the diocese, these weeks are the anniversary of priesthood ordination. For 
Msgr. Eugene Gergen and Father Patrick Berther, OFM., Cap., it is the 50th anniversary of 
priesthood ordination. Father Nat Bourke, Father John Coady, Father Robert Fox, Father Robert 
Rekofkee, S.J., and Father Tom Tobin are all celebrating their 25th anniversary of ordination. For 
these priests, 1984 is a special year of jubilee. We give thanks for the gift of priestly ministry 
they have shared with the Church of Eastern Montana. They have all served the Church in a 
unique time of history where the Church has experienced a renewal in so many dimensions of 
its life. We pray that God may bless these priests now and in the years ahead. !
Likewise, many religious men and women are celebrating jubilees of their religious profession 
and commitment to the Church. The presence of religious women and men in the diocese has 
been an incredible blessing which affects almost every dimension of ecclesial life from education 
to health care, from pastoral ministry to the ministry of prayer. To all those celebrating 
anniversaries of religious profession, congratulations and may God bless you. !
May and June are also months when so many couples enter into marriage. As couples celebrate 
different anniversaries of their commitment to each other, we pray that God will continue to bless 
them and sustain them in their vocation, in spite of the challenges of our time. To increase and 
foster married love in being the husband and wife as well as parent is a demanding and almost 
frightening task today. Yet, God promises His help, His grace. !
As we celebrate these anniversaries of marriage, religious profession and priesthood, we are in 
reality celebrating the gift of commitment. In continuing to live out our commitments, we share a 
rich heritage and legacy with our youth and all society. May such commitment encourage our 
young to consider priesthood and/or religious life as a vocation. May the commitment of married 
couples be an incentive of example and witness to young couples preparing for marriage today. !
Happy anniversary to all celebrating jubilees at this time. Thank you for the gifts you have 
shared and continued to share with all of us. 
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