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There are many essential elements in living as a human being and a Christian. One critical 
element worth considering is the need to grow and develop, to be open to new ideas and 
understandings of what is expected of us today in society and in the Church. To accomplish this, 
it seems absolutely necessary that we take the time for reflection, for study, for prayer if we are 
to respond to the challenges offered to us today, especially in the Church. !
As Bishop, I know full well that if I am to fulfill what is expected of me as a Bishop in the 
responsibilities I have as a leader of prayer, a teacher, and a person who is asked to help gather 
together and form a diocesan community, I have to be open to gaining a better awareness and 
knowledge of prayer, theology, and the expectations of pastoral leadership today. It seems that 
these personal concerns were shared by many others who also are Bishops in the United States 
today. !
The University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana has recognized the above needs and 
responded with a special 10 day intensive program this June for Bishops in the U.S. who have 
recently been ordained over the last two years. When first invited to attend, I had the immediate 
reaction that I did not have the time to commit myself for two weeks of continuing education and 
formation. After all, I had attended school for a great number of years and had been a priest for 
20 years. !
However, as I reflected on the proposed program, I realized that this investment of time would 
help me use the gift of time in the future in a better way. So this week and next, I will be in 
summer school. The issues to be addressed range from spirituality to theology, from pastoral 
leadership to accountability and renewal. I am looking forward to the experience very much 
because of the need for growth and development in understanding and appreciating our faith 
and tradition in the Church today. !
Human and Christian life calls for growth. Such growth comes through prayer, reflection, and 
study. There is a need for all of us, including myself, to recognize this priority in our lives today. 
As a Pilgrim People of God who constitute the Church today, let us keep on searching for ways 
in which all of us are able to respond to the challenge of growth in prayer and knowledge. Such 
growth brings life; without it, we stagnate. 
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