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The month of June is more than half gone, and a series of thoughts run through my mind as we 
enjoy once again the warm weather and bright sunshine. It is obvious that the earth is alive and 
people appreciate the summer months after the long winter. The signs of life are not only 
present in nature, but they are also so very much present within the Church community of 
Eastern Montana.  !
This Thursday, it will be my privilege to celebrate the priesthood ordination of Rev. Mr. Rich 
Munsell. The ordination will take place at St. Ann's Cathedral in Great Falls on Thursday evening 
and Fr. Munsell will celebrate his First Mass on Friday morning at St. Gerard's. Fr. Munsell 
completed his preparation for priesthood at St. John's Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota, and 
his first priesthood assignment in the Diocese will be at Sts. Peter and Paul as an associate 
pastor in Great Falls. Congratulations to Fr. Munsell, his parents, family, and friends. It is a real 
joy to welcome a new priest to our Diocese to serve the People of God of Eastern Montana.  !

++++++++++!
As I reflect on the coming ordination of Rev. Mr. Rich Munsell, I also think a great deal each 
weekend of the many couples who exchange vows of marriage in our parishes of the Diocese. 
Marriage is a great sacrament of vocation for the vast majority of Christians. As a sacrament, 
marriage offers to the young couple a tremendous opportunity for God's grace and help. As a 
vocation, marriage becomes the climate and environment whereby a couple discovers in their 
relationship to one another a basis and source of holiness.  !
At times, our world today does not support the commitment which a man and woman make to 
each other on the day of marriage. As a Church community, however, every marriage affects 
each of us and young couples beginning this tremendous relationship to one another and God 
need our encouragement, example, and prayers.  !
One of the best guarantees for a happy and successful marriage is the preparation which 
precedes this commitment. Such preparation is offered in many of our parishes through various 
programs involving priests and laity. ENGAGED ENCOUNTER is an excellent opportunity for 
young people planning marriage to discover much about themselves as well as the significance 
of what they are planning to do. In many ways, the policy of our Diocese to have a four-month 
waiting period offers young couples the gift of time to pray, to discuss, to reflect upon this 
vocation they are entering together. May God bless all those entering the vocation of marriage 
during these summer months.  !

++++++++++!
As the celebrations of Confirmation come to a conclusion for this year, I often think about the 
young people who received this Gift of the Spirit these past six months. I pray that they are still 
enthused about what this commitment means to them, especially by their frequent reception of 
the sacraments, their attendance at Mass each weekend, and their willingness to be witnesses 
to the Lord in the world today.  
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Visiting the various parishes in the Diocese gives me a great deal of enthusiasm as I become 
more aware of the various ways in which the parishes are responding to the challenge of 
Vatican II. As we become more aware of the call to ministry which all people share in the 
Church, it is great to see the investment of time, talent and energy which priests, sisters, and  
laity are giving to the development and understanding of ministry today. It is really impossible in 
any parish or mission just to ask people to assume new responsibilities without preparing the 
total parish community as well as key individual people for their participation and involvement in 
the mission of the Church. In visiting Fr. Charles Mears in Scobey earlier this month, I was 
excited to hear about "The 72 Club," a group which takes the Gospel description of the 72 
disciples who were sent by the Lord to preach the Gospel and attempts to have the same event 
occur today in northeastern Montana. Through joint prayer and reflection and study, Fr. Mears is 
developing a good sense and experience of lay ministry in the Church today. There are 
countless other examples of such programs throughout our Diocese and I ask your prayers for 
all these efforts whereby the Church continues its mission of proclaiming the Good News of the 
Gospel. !
These brief reflections on what is happening in the Church of Eastern Montana become the 
basis for a great deal of joy and hope in the Lord. They are also the basis for an awareness that 
the signs of life of the Church in Eastern Montana are all around us and we are invited to be a 
part of it. !

++++++++++!
June turned out to be a month filled with a great deal of activity and a lot of travel. June 1st 
brought the Christian community of Great Falls together for an ecumenical service of prayer in 
the Cathedral of St. Ann. A tremendous choir, an ecumenical gathering of clergy and laity, and a 
spirit of prayer made this event indeed memorable.

Priestly Ordination, Marriage, Confirmation and Vatican II


