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For the last five years, I have had the custom of asking pastors to share with me the names and 
addresses of individuals and families celebrating a baptism or marriage, experiencing a death, 
or having a marriage anniversary. Each month I receive such lists from many of the parishes in 
the diocese. Once or twice a month, I sit down to write letters to all such people. The letters are 
basically the same for each event, but I try to write a line or two on a personal basis in each 
letter. !
What amazes me is the awareness this gives me of the important events in peoples' lives in the 
Church of Eastern Montana. I rejoice with parents of a newly baptized child, especially when the 
pastor writes a note saying that this is a first child for a couple who have been waiting to have a 
child for a long time. I rejoice also with the couple who celebrate the baptism of a fifth or tenth 
child, a reality that reflects a faith and commitment on the part of so many couples today. !
Writing to a young couple on the occasion of a marriage is also a great experience of hope. 
Newly married couples offer all of us a gift of faith and hope in the commitment they share. And 
it is especially good to write to couples celebrating wedding anniversaries because these 
occasions celebrate love which endures. !
The letters to families experiencing a death are the most difficult. I feel the pain of the parent, 
relative, or spouse who has endured the loss of a loved one. When the pastor writes that the 
person who died was extremely young, or that it was a sudden death, or a death after a long 
painful illness, I look for adequate words to express my sympathy and prayers. But there are 
none except our faith in the Lord Jesus and the promise of life He shares with us. !
I also enjoy writing to those with whom I share the sacrament of Confirmation with words of 
encouragement to live out the gift of the Spirit shared with them. Each May, I ask for the list of all 
the high school graduates in the Diocese and I send them a letter of congratulations. !
I have to admit I wonder now and then if such efforts are worth the time and energy. But it 
usually happens that I then get a note back from someone who appreciated the letter or I meet 
someone who says "thank you."!
I look forward to receiving the listing of these important events in our parish communities from 
the pastors each month. They make me very much aware of the important moments in peoples' 
lives, and they tell me loud and clear that the Church is alive and well in Eastern Montana. It is 
good to be part of that Church. 
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