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The end of May and beginning of June was an exciting time for Roman Catholics throughout the 
world, as well as for all human beings. We journeyed with a man back to his native land where 
he was greeted by millions of people as a sign and symbol of a faith and tradition which was an 
important part of their lives. Pope John Paul II's journey to Poland captured the imagination of a 
world as it became front page news in almost every paper throughout our land and received 
incredible and powerful television and radio coverage. To a land that proclaims atheism, he 
became a symbol of faith; to a people dominated by Communism, he announced a message of 
freedom; to a world looking for heroes, he responded to our quest. !
But for Roman Catholics, Pope John Paul's journey and pilgrimage gave us a sense of identity 
that crosses oceans and continents and breaks down barriers of language, ethnic, and racial 
differences. The Holy Father is the living sign and symbol of a faith and tradition which unites us 
as Roman Catholics in the faith that calls us to belief and worship. !
As people belonging to different parishes throughout our Diocese, we are not allowed the luxury 
to isolate ourselves from the larger awareness and consciousness of the Church in our diocese, 
our nation, and the world. No parish can exist by itself independent of other parishes in our own 
diocese or in the world. We have a relationship in faith and worship to Roman Catholics 
throughout the world which has its focal point each time we come together for the celebration of 
the Eucharist where we hear the Word of God, proclaim our faith through the Creed, and share 
in the meal that is offered to us of the Body and Blood of the Lord. !
This unity of faith is critical for the unity of the Church. That unity of faith manifests itself in the 
way in which we live that faith and respond to the teachings of the Church. The Roman Catholic 
Church today offers a great deal of freedom in many areas of our options within liturgy as well 
as in the ways in which shared responsibility is implemented in our parishes and diocese. There 
are countless other areas of our lives as Roman Catholics where we experience the freedom of 
the children of God. But, likewise, there are also areas within our practice of faith that does not 
allow individual priests or sisters, parishes or dioceses, to initiate their own policies and 
procedures. If this were so, the Holy Father would be here in Montana instead of being the 
Bishop of Rome. !
For instance, the Church's teaching on marriage as a sacrament envisions the union between a 
husband and wife as a permanent commitment. At the same time, in its pastoral solicitude for 
the members of the Church, the Church has established policies and norms for investigating the 
validity of such commitments if divorce or separation occurs. Priests and people are expected to 
follow the norms which the Church offers in these cases as well as in its other laws governing 
the marriage of its members, such as dispensations, instructions, etc. !
The Catholic Church today lives in a pluralistic society. Catholics often join with other people in 
prayer and worship. The Church has explicit guidelines for the sharing of the Eucharist with 
people who are not Catholic when four conditions are present simultaneously. The request from 
a person who is not a Roman Catholic to receive the Eucharist must first of all be a spontaneous 
and free desire where there is no pressure or constraint or the person is made the object of a 
situation that has been arranged by someone else. Secondly, the person should manifest a faith 
in the Eucharist in conformity with that of the Catholic Church in regard to the Eucharistic 
presidence. 
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Thirdly, the person must express a serious need for the Eucharist, and finally the person must 
be unable to have recourse to a minister of his or her own Church for a significant time or 
reason. The celebration of the Eucharist itself signifies the fullness of profession of faith and 
ecclesial communion, and offering the sacrament to those who do not share the faith is a 
dishonest sign. Obviously the above is confined to particular cases and, hence, a general 
invitation to non-Catholics to approach the altar to receive the Eucharist is always out of order. !
The above principles of the Church regarding the Eucharist and persons who are not Roman 
Catholic have become a source of disagreement for some in the Church today because of the 
pain and anguish such principles create when people believe there is a serious need 
experienced by a non-Catholic. The serious need might well be felt at a time of sorrow such as a 
funeral, a time of joy such as a wedding, a time of intimacy such as an Encounter or a Cursillo, 
or a time of solemnity such as a holy day. These occasions are times when serious need is felt, 
but this condition for Eucharistic sharing cannot be isolated from the other conditions, especially 
the condition that non-Catholics must be Christians who have a faith in the sacrament in 
conformity with that of the Roman Catholic Church and that they must be deprived of access to 
their own altars for a prolonged period, and in Church law in most cases, a prolonged period is 
measured in months. The above, as I understand it, is the teaching of the Church on this matter. !
I know full well the strong feelings people and priests in our Diocese have regarding the matter 
of Eucharistic sharing. How we can best respond to the practical situations is the task I have 
given to the Ecumenical Commission of the Diocese. Likewise, I have asked the priests of the 
Diocese to share with the commission their own experiences and understanding of the times 
and conditions when Eucharistic sharing is allowed. Hopefully, the Ecumenical Commission will 
complete their work by the Fall and pastoral guidelines will be issued for the benefit of our 
Church of Eastern Montana. However, we cannot assume that we are able to ignore or forget 
the teaching of the Church on this matter. If we were to do so, we would not be one in faith and 
unity with the Roman Catholic Church. !
As we celebrate our 75th anniversary as a Church of Eastern Montana, our identity comes not 
only from our own 75-year history, but it comes from our union and relationship with the 
universal Church. Part of our call to greatness is a response in unity, faith, and worship with that 
Church. That is the call to greatness shared by all of us in union with a whole world.
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++++++++++!
It was good to be in Great Falls for several days during two weeks of June which allowed me to 
catch up on some work at the Chancery Office and my residence. However, the warm and 
magnificent weather was a great temptation to play Huckleberry Finn, but unfortunately I 
resisted. The journeys throughout the Diocese continue during this month with Confirmation on 
June 15th at Pryor which proved to be a great experience. It was good to be with the community 
on the Crow Reservation as they prepared for the great feast of Corpus Christi through prayer 
and fasting. The previous week I also had the opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist with the 
people of St. Joseph's in Reed Point, which is a mission of Big Timber. The young people at Big 
Timber who received the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation when I was there 
had an unexpected gift of a blessing from our Holy Father which was sent to Msgr. Gluszek .... 
The celebration of Fr. Dave Dwyer's 25th anniversary at St. Joseph's in Great Falls was a 
memorable occasion. The Church was packed and over 40 priests joined Fr. Dwyer along with 
Bishop Schuster and myself for the celebration. Last weekend, I had the opportunity to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of Fr. Ray Nyquist after first having been able to visit the parish 
communities of Geyser, Stanford and Raynesford. It was a full weekend. The previous weekend 
brought the Confirmations to a conclusion until the Fall with a celebration of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit at Denton and a parish visitation to Geraldine. July begins with some time in Great Falls 
but it will bring me to Billings toward the end of next week with a celebration of St. Thomas 
Parish in honor of Fr. Powers. On Saturday morning, I become the commuter on Highway 90 
with a trip to Miles City for a Curslllo secretariat meeting followed by parish visitations to Wibaux, 
St. Philip's, Baker, Ekalaka, and Broadus. It's amazing how a summer calendar can be filled so 
quickly all the way up to July 11th. But even after that, the journey continues. And all along the 
journey, it has been a great experience to pray with to talk with, to listen to the Church of 
Eastern Montana. 


