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The Diocese of Eastern Montana has been a real leader in the Church of our country in many 
areas of Christian life in its 75 year history. In recent times, our Diocese can take great pride in 
the wisdom of a policy adopted some years ago emphasizing the seriousness of the marriage 
between a man and a woman. Some time ago our Diocese established a minimal four-month 
waiting period between the time a couple announces their intention and the actual marriage 
itself. The purpose of this waiting period is to offer the couple sufficient time to reflect upon, to 
talk about, to pray over, and to consider seriously the commitment which they will make to one 
another. Moreover, the parish priest or deacon uses a testing instrument called the Pre-Marital 
Inventory which becomes a basis for a couple to understand one another in a deeper way. !
Behind this diocesan policy of a four-month waiting period for all couples before marriage is a 
basic presupposition that a couple reaches a decision regarding marriage as a result of many 
factors. In reality, marriage preparation begins the day of birth when a newborn child is 
welcomed into a family. Throughout childhood and adolescence, the young person is observing 
and learning from the example and lived experience of marriage on the part of parents, relatives 
and friends. At times, when we rejoice in the wedding of a young couple, we might think this 
action only affects them. In reality, marriage involves everybody. !
The Church's teaching on marriage is reflected in strong and beautiful images from Scripture. In 
the Old Testament, God compared his love for Israel to the love of a husband for his wife. In the 
New Testament, the love of husband and wife is compared to that of Christ for His Church. 
Married couples are asked to incarnate the love of Jesus for his people. Christian marriage and 
family life is not only the physical, sexual, and psychological union of people; it also involves a 
spiritual dimension where the experience of marriage becomes a source of grace for those 
involved in preparing for marriage, one of the most important items for consideration by a young 
couple is the relationship which they have to a faith community, to a Church. !
A marriage witnessed in a Catholic Church involves the priest or deacon, but it also involves the 
support and encouragement and example by the total Christian community. It would be well for 
the Parish Council in our parishes to ask how the parish community helps prepare young people 
for marriage today. Liturgy committees in parishes might well consider how their study and 
reflection upon the marriage ritual might offer young couples options to make their celebration of 
marriage more than just a sentimental experience, but rather a prayerful encounter with the Lord 
which is rooted in the Scriptures and the Eucharist. Marriage today is subject to much criticism. 
Public morality is often at odds with the teaching of the Church. The Christian community today 
is asked to assume its responsibility to witness to the world the values involved in Christian 
marriage by living these values. !
I believe the Church through the diocese and the parishes in our communities must look for 
ways in which the Christian community not only prepares a couple for marriage but also to 
search for opportunities whereby the marriage relationship is sustained and strengthened. 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER is one such opportunity which should be encouraged. However, 
other options must also be found to offer couples alternatives for the development of their 
relationship to God, to one another, and to the Christian community. 
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This fall, the Holy Father will meet with Bishops throughout the world for a Synod, which is a 
meeting of representative bishops in the world to discuss a topic or concern of interest to the 
total Christian community. The subject for the 1979 Synod is “Marriage and Family Life." A 
preparatory document has been prepared which calls for feedback and reflections from Christian 
communities throughout the world. We hope to offer the opportunity for everyone in our Diocese 
to react to this document so that the wisdom and experience of our people in living Christian 
marriage might be of assistance to this important gathering in the Church today. !
Christian marriage is the vocation of the vast majority of people in the Christian community 
today. It is a sacrament which not only affects the young couple receiving it, but it involves each 
of us. What are we doing to make marriage a refection of the union between God and His 
people? It is a question well worth asking. But it is a far more important question worth 
answering by the example, encouragement and inspiration we offer through our own lives.  !

++++++++++!
Summer in Montana is a glorious experience. The warm days and cool evenings provide a 
tremendous climate to enjoy scenery and overpowering beauty as nature comes to full term with 
a rich harvest hopefully of wheat and hay. The prayers of many communities in our Diocese are 
for the intention of rain to sustain the crops and to provide for the livestock. May I ask the 
prayers of all our people for a rich harvest this summer and fall? .... It was good to visit the 
southeastern part of our Diocese with the celebration of Mass and pot·luck dinners at Wibaux, 
St. Philip's, Baker, Mill Iron, Plevna, Ekalaka, and Broadus during the second week of July. This 
past weekend, I went to the other extreme in our Diocese by visiting and celebrating Mass with 
the parish communities of Chester, Hingham and Chinook. The end of the month will find me 
back in the Billings community and then on to Forsyth, Sumatra, and Hysham for the last 
weekend in July. The first weekend in August, I will be visiting Hobson, Moore and Danvers. I 
will also have the privilege at the end of July at the Crow Agency to join in a charismatic prayer 
gathering with the Catholic Indian Congress. It has been almost a year since I arrived in Eastern 
Montana. One of the real joys of this year has been the opportunity to visit the people and the 
parishes of the Diocese. Being a Bishop who would reach out to people and priests in every 
corner of our Diocese was one of the promises I made last August. I hope to fulfill that promise 
and to keep on living it. Thanks for all you have done to make my response to that promise such 
a joy! 
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