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The title of this column might appear unusual, but it contains the names of four communities in 
our Diocese which I was privileged to visit over the past few weeks. In so many ways, these 
communities represent so much of what makes the Church alive and vibrant in Eastern 
Montana. !
On June 30th, the parish community in Vida celebrated the 50th anniversary of its first Church 
building. As a community, Vida is served by the resident priest in Circle. Yet, without a resident 
priest of its own, Vida is a community of faith and its history, dedication and commitment is 
repeated in countless other communities of Eastern Montana. People travel a great distance in 
order to come together for Church celebrations, but like so many small towns in our Diocese, it 
is a coming together of relatives, friends and neighbors.!
The first weekend in July found me in Billings where I celebrated Sunday Masses at St. Plus X 
Parish. St. Pius X is the largest parish in our diocese with over 1,100 families. Despite the large 
crowds at the Masses, there is a spirit of people knowing each other and caring for each other. 
St. Plus X is representative of so many of our larger parishes where despite many families 
comprising the parish community, there is a desire to be involved, to come together in faith and 
worship. !
And finally last weekend, I was in Baker and Plevna. With the temperature hovering around 100 
degrees on Saturday evening, and considering the Gospel message emphasized compassion, I 
found the response to this reality by making the homily extremely short. But again, as happens 
in so many of our communities which are separated by miles from the next town, it was a real 
example of dedication to myself when I found out the great number of miles so many people 
traveled in order to come to Church on an extremely hot evening. !
The next morning was in Plevna with an Outdoor Mass followed by a parish picnic. Again, the 
faith of the people was a great gift which they shared with each other as well as the time, effort 
and energy spent in order to be present at Mass. !
As I make these journeys throughout our Diocese, and return to Great Falls, I am very 
conscious of what people share with me regarding what they believe is important. Most 
important is definitely the coming together each weekend to celebrate the Eucharist. There is a 
real sense of pain among people when, for various reasons, they are unable to have Maas. 
Their major concern seems to be a desire to pass on their gift of faith to their children. In 
conversation with so many people in our Diocese, this is a priority. They realize full well the need 
to set a good example, the need to volunteer their services for the benefit of the parish 
community, and the need to teach their children what it means to be Catholic. 
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These thoughts come to mind this week as we prepare for the 100th anniversary celebration of 
the first mass celebrated in the Billings community. We are able to have this huge celebration at 
the Metra in July because of the faith commitment of people over the last 100 years. What we 
take so much for granted now, such as the celebration of the Eucharist, was a rare occurrence 
in Montana 100 years ago. !
And what do we learn from all this? More than anything else, I believe we are challenged to 
appreciate anew the gift of the Eucharist, the gift of priesthood, the gift of faith which people 
have preserved from one generation to the next. May we pass on that gift to our children and 
our children’s children through our teaching, example and commitment to what it means to be 
Roman Catholic today. 
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