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The thoughts shared with the Bishops of the United States at Collegeville have stayed with me 
and have been the basis for much reflection these past weeks. Primary among these thoughts 
has been the need to preserve and maintain the sacred dimensions of our heritage as Roman 
Catholics. This has special reference to the experience of prayer and sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist. !
Awe and reverence are part of religious reality. We experience a need for sacred space, sacred 
actions. This is part of the human response we give when we reach out to be in contact with 
God. Every religious tradition shares this experience. But the Roman Catholic faith tradition 
offers a unique challenge because of our belief that the sacraments are not merely human 
actions, but rather the actions of Christ in which we share. !
The Church as institution recognizes the importance of these sacred realities. Laws and 
guidelines are offered to the Christian community for sacred celebrations in order to preserve 
the awe and reverence that is so essential to these encounters with the Lord. As priests, 
religious and lay persons, when we are part of such celebrations, we have the obligation to do 
all that is asked of us to communicate a sense of awe and reverence by our appearance, our 
speech, our actions. !
The greatest sacred action we share is the Eucharist. The Eucharistic celebration is the center 
of the whole Christian life for the universal Church, the local Church and for each and every one 
of the faithful. Often enough the celebration of the Eucharist at a parish on a Sunday will reveal 
the life and vitality of that parish community. Such celebrations call for full, active and conscious 
participation of all present, but they also call for a spirit of awe and reverence. !
Awe and reverence are but words used to describe the spirit of prayer that should characterize 
our lives as individuals and as a faith community. Prayer is communication with God. Such 
communication can never be rushed or taken for granted. It involves words, but also demands 
silence if we are to take the time to listen. !
Summer travel in Montana offers magnificent sights – Glacier Park, Gates of the Mountains, 
Yellowstone Park. We stand in awe before God’s creation. But even greater awe and reverence 
is asked of us as we gaze with eyes of faith on bread and wine that become the Body and Blood 
of Christ when we renew His action in the Eucharist. May we always have a sense of awe and 
reverence in our faith! May we appreciate the sacred realities shared with us! 
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