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Every society or organization which believes in its own identity has a built-in desire to live not 
only in the present, but also in the future. Such societies and organizations see their own growth 
as a sign of vitality and importance. New and informed membership is critical for any group if it 
desires to share its values in the future. These principles apply not only to a nation or a culture, 
not only to an organization or a business, but they also apply to the Church. !
The Church today cannot presume that its size and strength will be the same in the future as it is 
today. We are guaranteed by Christ's promise that the Holy Spirit will remain with the Church 
until the end of time. But one of our responsibilities as members of the Church today is to use 
the human and graced gifts which we share and possess to invite and to include others in the 
Christian Catholic community. This is the thrust of the evangelization outreach which is part of 
the mission of the Church today - inviting those who have left the Church to return, asking those 
without any religious affiliation to consider membership in the Roman Catholic faith community. 
But in the process of doing all this, we might well forget the outreach that is part of the Church's 
mission to young people in society today. How do we reach the young people of our society to 
be in contact with the Lord and the Church, to be involved and active members of the Roman 
Catholic faith community? That is a critical question for all of us if we want the Church to be a 
vibrant reality in the world of today and tomorrow. !
Youth is a unique time of human existence, a time of searching, asking, inquiring, doubting. But 
it is also a time of dreams and hopes. Religious faith must speak to those realities if young 
people are to take the time to listen to the message of the Church today. The success of the 
SEARCH and RETREAT programs are testimony to the desire of young people to be in contact 
with their God. The involvement of young people in liturgy and prayer is but another indication of 
the innate religious bent of the adolescent world. But in addition to these intense and valuable 
experiences, there is also the need to share the content of our faith with the young person of 
today. There is the further need to have the message of the Church speak to issues of 
importance to today's adolescent. Our parishes and schools must speak in Christian terms to 
young people on such issues as sexuality, alcohol, the draft, prejudice, maturity, drugs, human 
relationships, death and a host of other issues in a way that makes sense and imparts values 
based on the message of Jesus and the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church today. !
There are thousands of young people in the Diocese of Eastern Montana. Through schools and 
parishes, we can reach them in countless ways, but it will involve commitment of finances and 
personnel, especially at the parish level. The parish especially must be a community that 
welcomes young people, encourages them, and gives them opportunities to express their faith 
and worship and involvement in everything from the Liturgy to Parish Councils. The Diocesan 
Department of Religious Education is willing to help in the religious education programs of 
parishes that should be an ongoing part of parish life throughout the year. Most of all the adult 
community of our parishes and diocese must offer an example of what it means to be a believer 
in the Lord and the Church today. !
The next century could well ask the people of the 1980's: what happened to the young people of 
your time? Why were they turned off or turned on? How do we reach our young? You and I have 
the answer to that question! 
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