
Reflections
by the!

Most Reverend Thomas J. Murphy

Montana Catholic Register

The title of this column contains two familiar words we use often in our vocabulary. They express 
the gratitude of a person for the graciousness, kindness and goodness of another. At times, they 
seem so inadequate, but they are meant to express so much more than they might indicate. !
I use these words this week to express my own gratitude as Bishop for the generous response 
of our Diocese to the 1981 CARE AND SHARE appeal. The final results of this appeal are 
printed in this edition of the Montana Catholic Resister. These figures are more than just 
financial totals. They are a reflection of sacrificial giving on the part of the People of God in 
Eastern Montana. !
The "thank you" I share with you is not mine alone. Rather, it is the gratitude of countless people 
whose lives will be touched as a result of your generosity. A significant portion of this appeal is 
our Diocesan response to national and international causes. In most Dioceses, these appeals 
are made throughout the course of the year and we become far more sensitive to these needs 
because we are reminded of them more often. And so, may I express now the gratitude of the 
Holy Father, the gratitude of missionaries who will be helped by our contribution to the 
Propagation of the Faith, the appreciation of the starving and homeless whose lives will be 
touched by Catholic Relief Services, the thanks of ministers serving the Native American and 
black communities of our country. Your generosity to CARE AND SHARE affects all these 
people and countless more. !
Likewise this "thank you" is offered on behalf of every person in our Diocese of Eastern Montana 
since the portion of CARE AND SHARE that is retained for Diocesan use affects all our lives. 
Thank you on behalf of the children, teenagers and adults whose lives will hopefully be enriched 
through education and spiritual formation as a result of the services offered to every parish in 
religious education and liturgy as well as Catholic schools. Thank you on behalf of the retired 
priests of our Diocese as well as those who are incapacitated in different ways. Thank you on 
behalf of the individuals who are experiencing the ministry of the marriage tribunal at a time 
when they want the Church to express care and compassion. Thank you on behalf of the 
countless groups whose organizations, committees, and commissions are supported through 
CARE AND SHARE. And thank you on behalf of Bishop Schuster and myself for your support of 
our ministry to the Church of Eastern Montana. These again are but examples of people whose 
"thank you" is contained in mine - and there are many more. !
CARE AND SHARE is the response of the people of the Diocese to the Church beyond the local 
parish community. It replaces the usual assessment that other dioceses ask of the local parish 
community. This is the one time each year that people are asked to support the mission of the 
Diocesan Church which in reality is a mission that relates to and serves each person in the 
Diocese. The local parish community receives its identity in the Roman Catholic Church from its 
relationship to the Bishop and the Diocese. !
As I expressed my gratitude to those who contributed to the 1981 CARE AND SHARE appeal in 
a letter last month, I dared to ask for even more. I dare to ask for your prayers for two special 
intentions in our Diocese which are for vocations to the priesthood and religious life and for 
God’s blessing on our land through good moisture and weather so that the land might yield a 
rich harvest. Please pray for these intentions. !
Thank you! Thank you so very much! May God bless you! 

July 26, 1981

Thank You! 


