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Perhaps no change has been so noticed by people within the Roman Catholic Church these 
past 15 years as has been the reform of our liturgy and worship. This reform has affected us 
each weekend when we come together in our parishes to celebrate and proclaim our faith. It 
also is evident in those graced moments of sacramental encounters when we realize that such 
celebrations do not only involve the child being baptized, or the couple being married, or the 
person receiving the anointing of the sick, but the entire parish and diocesan community. We 
realize more and more that our liturgical celebrations are not isolated events affecting only a few 
people, but they are meant to have an impact on each of us. We realize also that such 
celebrations and preparation, study, reflection, and prayer before we experience them. !
At the heart of liturgical renewal is the awareness that a people come together at these 
significant times in order to go out into a world and transform it. Liturgy, the celebration of 
Eucharist and Sacraments, cannot and must not be confined to our parish churches. Liturgy 
brings us together so that we might bring the message of the Lord into our families, our 
communities, our state, and our nation. Likewise, we bring the concerns which are ours as 
people living in society today to the liturgy we celebrate. Liturgy cannot divorce itself from the 
reality of our existence, our joys and sorrows, our hopes and dreams, our pain and suffering. But 
liturgy likewise must motivate us and challenge us to transform our society in our concern for 
poverty and injustice, hunger and oppression. !
Good liturgy not only provides the climate, opportunity and occasion for prayer, but also provides 
a challenge to those present. That challenge is often enough spoken in the Scriptures where we 
realize that the message of the Lord is not meant to be confined to Galilee or Judea 2,000 years 
ago. That challenge is to be echoed in our parish Churches each day. The very symbols of our 
Eucharistic celebration should be a constant reminder to us of this challenge. The bread and 
wine come from the earth. The grain must be pounded and the grapes must be crushed to 
become new elements. Their brokenness and fragility become integrity and wholeness as the 
Lord becomes present. !
There is so much brokenness and fragility that is part of human life today. It is found in the 
alienation of youth, the consequences of divorce, the problem of alcoholism, the prejudice 
towards minorities, the loss of faith, the hunger and the poverty, both material and spiritual, that 
exist not on other continents, but among ourselves. Liturgy cannot just make us comfortable and 
feel good; with Jesus, liturgy must challenge us to respond to these human problems and 
needs. Liturgy must go beyond our Churches into our lives as they are lived in the concrete 
reality of human existence. !
The model for all of this, of course, is Jesus Himself. Jesus was the first priest of the New 
Testament, the great high priest of the New Covenant. He called people to a sense of prayer 
and worship, but he also called people to an awareness of injustice and hypocrisy. As people 
who walk with the Lord in 1979, are we not asked to do the same? 
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Our celebrations of liturgy should reflect the mind of the Church today as we strive to follow and 
implement the directives of the Second Vatican Council and the post-conciliar instructions. We 
have an obligation to be faithful to these laws and guidelines. At the same time, our celebrations 
of liturgy must fulfill the purpose of liturgy Itself - to bring a people of faith together to be 
nourished and strengthened in order to go forth into a world to restore it to the values of the Lord 
Jesus. !
Liturgy has so much potential and promise. It offers the opportunity for prayer and contact and 
relationship to God and to one another. It also offers the opportunity to change a world. Liturgy 
will do this when it is not only celebrated and confined to our Churches, but when it touches and 
affects our lives and the world in which we live. !

++++++++++!
For a long while during the first months of this year, I thought that we only had one season in 
Montana - winter. However, these past few weeks have given me another new experience. The 
warm days are incredible and the Cook evenings are a delight. At the same time, as I travel from 
Ekalaka to Hingham, it is obvious that there is a need for rain. Once again, may I ask your 
prayers for our land that it may yield a rich and abundant harvest? The travels to the different 
parishes in our Diocese continued with a visit to Crow Agency, Sumatra, Hysham, and Forsyth 
this past week after which I hope to spend this week in Billings. As I share some thoughts with 
the people of our parish communities, I inform them of the need to develop lay ministry in our 
parishes to respond to the challenge offered to us today. There is a real need for both laymen 
and laywomen to become prepared to assume liturgical and pastoral leadership in our parish 
communities according to the law and guidelines of the Church today. There is also the need for 
our parish communities and dioceses to pray for vocations as well as to challenge young people 
to consider the possibility of a vocation to the priesthood and religious life. No parish in our 
diocese can rule out the possibility in the coming years that it might not have a resident priest. 
That statement is made on the basis of the present realities of priest personnel and the present 
number of young men preparing for priesthood. How do we respond to this challenge? I believe 
the development of lay leadership as well as prayers and encouragement of vocations are the 
response we must give. !
There is so much to do and the time goes by far too quickly. Next weekend I will be with the 
people of Moore, Danvers, and Hobson. Again, I look forward to these opportunities to meet and 
pray with the priests and people of our Diocese. 
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