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In recent years, new words have entered into the vocabulary and experience of the Roman 
Catholic Church. One such word today is "evangelical." So often in the past, this word would 
recall memories of tent revivals or "born again" Christians who are part of the Protestant faith 
tradition. !
However, a strong Catholic evangelical movement is developing in our country today. According 
to an editorial last month in the Jesuit weekly, AMERICA, it is generated primarily from the 
charismatic movement and energized by Pope Paul's apostolic exhortation, "Evangelii 
Nuntiandi.'' A National Council for Catholic Evangelization has been formed and held its first 
Conference in July. !
The editorial in America stated that the goals of the N.C.C.E. "combine the traditional with the 
contemporary: a call to personal conversion and, in the spirit of Vatican II, a commitment to 
justice. Although their evangelical techniques reflect Protestant influences, their theological aims 
are distinctively Catholic. Traditionally, Evangelical Protestants have stressed the centrality of 
Christ and the individual self in the conversion experience. Catholic evangelicals emphasize 
instead the theocentric (i.e. Trinitarian) and ecclesiocentric aspects of the Gospel, highlighting 
Jesus' continual call for liberty of the oppressed, a call that transcends the individual and 
challenges the whole Church." !
Quoting Rev. Edward Braxton who spoke at the N.C.C.E. Conference, the editorial stated that 
the speaker emphasized that a true religious conversion demands an intellectual conversion at 
one with it. Fr. Braxton said, "It is intellectual conversion that will secure the new Catholic from 
falling victim to biblical, liturgical, doctrinal, or juridical fundamentalism. The evangelist must be 
particularly alert to this since, in a period of rapid change such as our own, the seeming security 
of anti-intellectualism and fundamentalism are very attractive to some people." !
As these words were printed in AMERICA, Cardinal Basil Hume of England spoke to the 
European Laity Forum in Dublin. The Cardinal said, "Education in the faith and sound spirituality, 
these are the two essentials for every evangelizer." !
I share these quotations with you because they reflect a serious concern which I have. 
Evangelization is essential to the mission of the Church. Yet, such ministry is neither self-
assumed or self-appointed in the public forum if it is to be truly Catholic. Moreover, 
evangelization may appeal to the emotional makeup of human beings today as a basis for a 
spirituality, but Catholic evangelization must be rooted in a knowledge of our faith tradition. 
Evangelization must be built on education. Otherwise, I believe we build the proverbial house on 
sand. !
I believe the Church has a powerful message to share in its teachings based on Scripture and 
the magisterium of the Church. It takes time and study to be aware of that message. We must 
seek ways in which that teaching, without compromise, might be shared with others so that it 
becomes "Good News" which changes and transforms lives. !
Can Catholics be Evangelicals? They sure can, but they first must be people who know their 
faith and then live it and share it with others. 
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