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During August, I had the opportunity to attend portions of two meetings which gave me a deeper 
insight into the ministry of people in the Church today. The meetings involved different agendas, 
different audiences, and distinctive formats. Yet, each meeting shared a basic desire to serve 
the Church and proclaim the Good News of the Gospel as members of the Roman Catholic faith 
community.!
It was a privilege to attend the Board Meeting and annual gathering of the National Apostolate 
With Mentally Retarded Persons. This meeting brings together a group of laity, religious men 
and women, and priests who minister to the mentally retarded and their families in our society 
today. They are concerned about ways in which the Church might share this message of Jesus 
with the mentally retarded. The theme of this year’s gathering was LITURGY and through 
various presentations, ideas were shared to help us as a Church involve the mentally retarded 
into the worshipping community. !
This national apostolate to and with the mentally retarded has produced a filmstrip entitled: 
“SPECIAL TO GOD SPECIAL TO US.” It is an excellent production which opens up new 
understandings and appreciation for the mentally retarded who truly are special people. During 
the meeting, I became aware of the fact that mental retardation affects 6.5 million Americans. 
The lives of one out of six people sitting in our Churches on Sunday morning are touched by 
mental retardation in some way. More than anything else, I learned at this meeting the need 
many of us have to work toward a deeper understanding of both the pain and the potential of 
our neighbors who are mentally retarded. !
If you are interested in more information about the work of the Church with the mentally retarded 
or if you would like to preview the sound filmstrip I mentioned above, please drop me a line. I 
would be glad to help. The mentally retarded are very special people to God, they should also 
be special to us. !
Another good experience proved to be the national annual Assembly of the Knights of Columbus 
which brought delegates to Atlanta from every state in the union as well as from several foreign 
countries. It was an impressive site to witness the presence of over a thousand dedicated men 
representing over a million others come together and profess their faith in the Church and the 
concerns of the Church today. !
For many, the awareness of the Knights of Columbus might be limited only to the solemnity and 
importance they bring to many Church and civic celebrations when the 4th Degree members 
serve as honor guard. This is unfortunate because the Knights of Columbus offer a service to 
the Church which calls them to be apostles and witnesses to the Gospel. The organization is 
committed to service to the Church through vocation programs for young people to consider 
religious life and/or priesthood, through fraternal support and encouragement, through raising 
funds for the handicapped, as well as the ongoing commitment to the work of the Church at the 
parish and diocesan level. 
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The Knights of Columbus have a special organization for young men in our communities called 
SQUIRES. This organization for young people has tremendous potential to reach the youth of 
our parishes. The agenda of concern of the Knights of Columbus is impressive with strong 
emphasis on family life, the preservation of concern for life issues, as well as a reach-out 
program to people interested in the Catholic faith. !
The Knights of Columbus in our Diocese are a tremendous asset to the life of the Church as 
they try to implement and live our the meaning of ministry in the Church today. As Bishop, I am 
grateful for all that the Knights of Columbus have done for the Church in Eastern Montana and I 
hope and pray they respond to the challenge which the national organization offers them.!
As it is obvious, the two meetings I attended were quite different. Yet, they shared the common 
element of a concern and a commitment to the Church. It would be worth the effort to support 
these ministries in the Church of Eastern Montana. 
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