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Summer is trying to make one last valiant stand, but the signs of Fall are all around. Schools 
have re-opened and the excitement of football is echoed in the cheers of crowds and the cry of 
plays from the quarterback on the field. The fields are being harvested and the rich legacy of the 
earth waits to be shared to feed a hungry world. Nature begins its annual technicolor panorama 
as hues and shades of green, and yellow and brown form a unique tapestry across the land. It is 
a time of rushed excitement with many events and happenings before a new year sets in. And 
so also with one's own thoughts that I share with you this week. !
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: As a people of faith, conscious of our call to greatness, we should be 
a people aware of our faith tradition and belief. Religious education is not only an experience for 
children or young people; it is an experience for each of us. As Fall begins, it might well be a 
time to plan on the growth each of us is challenged to make during this coming year by reading, 
discussing, learning more about our faith as Roman Catholics. Such growth should have some 
direction, some guidance and not become just a personal experience. Through the Diocesan 
Communications System by means of the Telephone Hookup, many opportunities will be offered 
for the people of our Diocese. In addition, we plan on utilizing THE MONTANA CATHOLIC 
REGISTER as a tool for religious education. Finally, there is the Department of Religious 
Education under the able and competent leadership of Rev. James Sikora which is able to offer 
a great deal of help. Why not make this year a year of growth in understanding and appreciating 
our faith? !
THE VALUE OF LIFE -The Christian message is one of life and vitality. The Christian tradition 
respects the value of life from the moment of birth to the moment of death. As a society we 
should have a serious concern for the attack on life that almost permeates the attitudes and 
opinions of many. However, a concern for life involves many factors. In thinking about this, I 
remember well the remarks made by Eunice Kennedy Shriver in the April, 1968 issue of 
McCall's in which she wrote “If we reject the hard society and choose instead the way of love, 
we can move swiftly toward creating a country where material pursuits are not the end of our 
lives, where no child is hungry or neglected; where early marriages without firm roots and early 
divorces for fleeting reasons are fewer; and where even defective children are valued because 
they call forth our power to love and serve without reward. Instead of becoming the hard society, 
we could become the just and compassionate one. Instead of destroying life, we could destroy 
the conditions that make life intolerable. In this society, every child regardless of his capacities 
or the circumstances of his birth, would be welcomed, loved, and cared for and abortion would 
cease to preoccupy us because it would not be necessary.” !
SOME THOUGHTS ON ECUMENISM: Bishop Joseph McKinney of Grand Rapids, Michigan 
recently addressed the International Lutheran Conference on the Holy Spirit. He told the 
Lutheran charismatic assembly that "God blesses diversity" but opposes "sloppy agape." 
According to Bishop McKinney, "sloppy agape" is a phrase describing ecumenical efforts that 
“casually ignore historic differences among Christians." At the same time, Bishop McKinney 
stated that contemporary Catholics have achieved a "fuller wisdom" as a result of their 
participation in ecumenical activities. "It is a massive deception to think one can be a phone-
booth Christian," the bishop stated. "'Satan's greatest victory in our day is that he's got all kinds 
of people believing that you can be a Christian without belonging to a church. Independence 
made America, but it won't make a Christian." 
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LITURGY - The celebration of liturgy by a local parish faith community is a reflection of a 
tradition and belief that is not localized or confined to one place or one time. In our celebration of 
Liturgy, we share a faith with a universal Church. At the same lime, our liturgies should reflect 
our own identity as a People of God in Eastern Montana. Liturgy does not just happen. It 
demands preparation, prayer and planning. It is not only the responsibility of the priest or 
deacon, but the responsibility of the entire Christian community. As we respond to the 
challenges of the Church today in our worship, I would ask you to be open to the changes that 
are taking place which call for an active participation of the entire Christian community in the 
worship we offer to God. Each Sunday's celebration should involve the people of a community 
through word, prayer and action. So often our participation is almost a slavish commitment to 
the misalette in our hands. An active liturgical community frees itself from this bondage and 
takes its rightful place in worship by active presence, listening and participation. !
MINISTRY - Ministry in the Church today is the service we offer to each other as members of a 
Christian community. It is more than the fulfillment of a task or function. As more and more of our 
lay people become involved in ministry within our Diocese, there is a need to offer opportunities 
for people to come together in prayer, reflection and study on the importance of the ministry in 
which they are involved. I would hope that ministers of the Eucharist and readers or lectors in 
our parishes would gather on a regular monthly basis to grow in their appreciation and 
understanding of the ministry involved. !
A FINAL WORD - Fall offers new beginnings for our parish Communities. In so many ways, this 
Jubilee year is a rare moment for all of us to respond to the challenge of the Church today to 
become more involved, to reach out to others, to grow in our faith. I pray with you that we may 
all respond to this challenge.!

++++++++++!
The visits to the missions of Lewistown was a good experience last weekend and I journey this 
week to Eastern Montana to lead a retreat for ministers in the Eastern part of our diocese as 
well as to visit the parishes of Savage, Lambert and Richy. Afterwards, l plan to visit Medicine 
Lake and continue on to Glasgow for the District Council of Catholic Women meeting. The 
travels continue and the excitement of new places and new opportunities to meet people is 
stronger than ever. Thanks again for your warm welcome and hospitality. 
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