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Many people in our Diocese are receiving an important invitation this weekend. It is an invitation 
extended to all - young and old, married and single, laity, religious and priests. Each of us is 
being asked to "sign up" for RENEW.!
Since last Spring, our Diocese along with the Diocese of Helena has been preparing to initiate 
the first semester of a three-year process of spiritual growth and development as well as an 
opportunity to grow in an understanding of our faith. Some in our Diocese have criticized this 
process we are beginning as contrary to our Catholic identity, but they are uninformed, and 
sadly mistaken. In reality, RENEW is a graced opportunity to become the more committed 
disciple of Jesus, to be the better informed Catholic, to deepen the spiritual life which God has 
shared with us. !
At the heart of RENEW is the call to prayer. For the past few months, people of all ages have set 
aside time to pray regularly for the success of RENEW. The theme of this first semester is "The 
Lord's Call." Through prayer, reflection on the Scriptures and discussions, we will be challenged 
in small groups to become more aware of the invitation extended to each of us to be disciples of 
Jesus. Leaders of the small groups in each parish are now receiving training and preparation to 
be effective catalysts for the prayer, teachings, and sharing which will take place. !
After months of preparation and prayer, only one element remains - the response to the 
invitation extended to each of us to be part of RENEW. This weekend is "Sign-Up Sunday" in 
our parish communities. Your positive response to this invitation will bring you the unique gift of 
sharing in the work of the Holy Spirit; of becoming more aware of the mission of the Church; of 
growing in the life of grace. !
Each of us is given an invitation this week. There is an RSVP attached. A positive response will 
only bring you, your parish and your diocese the blessings of God and the experience of grace. 
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