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The Gallup Report on "Religion in America -1984" to which I referred last week in relating faith 
and teenagers today concludes its research and commentary with a final chapter on 
suggestions to strengthen the Church. While recognizing the difficulty of the task, the Report 
states that most Americans are "believers" who want their faith to grow, want religion to play a 
greater role in society and want their children to have religious training. !
Though the Report offers ten suggestions which any faith community could take seriously or 
ignore, I believe the suggestions are worth sharing. There are many people today open to 
renewed involvement with the Church, especially families wanting their children to have a 
religious background and moral training, as well as individuals looking for ways to fulfill religious 
needs. !
The first suggestion calls on churches to plan for the future on the basis of fact, not 
assumptions. There is a need to know the answers to certain questions regarding religious 
beliefs, knowledge, and practice of peoples' faith, as well as knowing what brings people to 
church and what keeps them away. In a survey of "the unchurched American," both the 
churched and the unchurched criticized churches for "having lost the real spiritual part of 
religion" and for being "too concerned with organizational as opposed to theological and spiritual 
issues” as well as saying that most churches are not effective in helping people find meaning in 
life. Moreover, respondents say that churches are not concerned enough with social justice and 
that many churches are not warm and accepting of outsiders. !
A second suggestion asks Churches to re-examine religious education programs. The National 
Commission on Excellence in Education has sounded the alarm to upgrade the quality of 
secular education in the U.S. The Gallup Report suggests that "the time is now overdue for 
sounding the alarm in terms of religious education which must undergird our lives and give our 
efforts and pursuits the creative energy and divine dimension they require." There is a need for 
clarity in what we believe and why, or otherwise our religious convictions and commitment will 
be weak. The Report states that today in our nation we see "a rising generation - idealistic and 
searching for the meaning of life - but without a spiritual direction and without a knowledge of the 
very basics of their faith." However, this is due to the fact that only one-third of teenagers are 
receiving religious training of any sort, whether in church, school or home. Moreover, churches, 
homes and religious institutions have not created the desire to continue one's religious 
education in adult years. Religious training for many often halts in childhood or early teens. !
A third suggestion is the need to “make greater, more creative use of television.” With the 
average American spending six hours per day in front of the TV, "television has the potential of 
being a major force in our spiritual lives." Television is viewed today by many Americans as 
having a negative effect on the family through a perceived overemphasis on sex and violence.” 
Television could be used creatively to increase religious knowledge and to offer movies and 
plays with a religious message. A study in Great Britain indicated that the series, Jesus of 
Nazareth, reached more young people than any sermon they had heard or Bible passages they 
had read. !
The above are the first three suggestions with seven more to come. What are your reactions to 
these suggestions? Would they be helpful in our diocese and parishes? A tragedy for the future 
could well be not only not answering the questions, but never bothering to ask them! 
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