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As parents raise children in today's society, there is the perennial concern of how they might 
share their gifts and resources with their children. Today's parents are extremely generous in the 
educational opportunities they offer their children as well as advice, counsel, and support given 
their sons and daughters in order to live in the world today. Yet, there is one all important gift 
parents owe to their children which prepares them to live not only in this world, but in the 
presence of God for all eternity. That is the great gift of religious education and formation. !
On the day of baptism, a child receives the life of God. Like all life, it needs to grow and develop. 
Such growth and development occurs within the family through the love and example of parents 
as well as other family members. This task becomes more difficult with the ever-increasing 
number of children growing up in single parent families as a result of death, separation and 
divorce. Yet, the influence offered a child in the preschool years through family religious 
customs, prayers and practices as well as example is one of the strongest factors in the 
religious growth of the young person. !
The Church assists families in their responsibility of religious education and formation through 
Catholic schools and religious education programs for students attending public schools. Recent 
studies have shown the tremendous impact which Catholic schools have had on graduates of 
Catholic grade schools, high schools and colleges. But Catholic education can never become 
complacent. Its task remains the same - to share knowledge of our faith tradition, but also to 
help the young person become a mature member of the Church community. !
Religious education and formation is also a challenge to parish communities for young people 
attending public school. Such education and formation must extend through all of grade school 
and high school if it is to be effective. Parish budgets should reflect this priority through 
personnel and resources. !
Throughout the growth process from grade school through high school and college, we have the 
obligation to share information about our religious tradition, the teaching of our Church and the 
challenge which the Gospel offers to the followers of Christ. But we also offer formative 
experiences through liturgy, retreat experiences, opportunities for prayer, the example and 
relationship of witnesses in the adult world. We must address the concerns of youth today with 
the wisdom of the Gospel - the concerns of sexuality, drugs, alcohol, peace, poverty, and justice. !
Our own example as adults is critical. We ourselves might be involved with our parish 
community as catechists, Special Ministers of the Eucharist, readers, or in one of a host of other 
ministries in the Church today. But if we only perform tasks and functions without looking for 
ways to grow in our spiritual life, then we miss a rare opportunity to share a rich heritage with 
our young. 
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We owe the next generation the gift of religious education and formation. We share that gift with 
them through Catholic schools and religious education and formation programs. But we 
ourselves could become the best textbook through the example we offer. Our own involvement 
in appreciating our ministry in the Church today through prayer reading, discussion and 
reflection is a priceless gift. People in the Billings community have a great opportunity to deepen 
their own sense on ministry in the Gonzaga program which begins at the end of this month. It 
looks excellent and promises to be a rewarding experience for all who attend. Hopefully, others 
will be able to benefit from it through audio and videotape. !
Thanks to one and all who contribute in countless ways to the religious education and formation 
of the Church of Eastern Montana. That contribution is an investment not only in time, but in 
eternity. 
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