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The title of this column might seem a bit garbled with the variety of subjects mentioned, but I 
thought it would be good this week to share some reflections on a number of subjects. !
First, next Sunday, October 4th, is the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. This year also marks the 
800th anniversary of the birth of St. Francis. We are blessed in Eastern Montana to have 
religious men and women whose communities have their roots in the Franciscan heritage. 
Franciscan spirituality is a great gift in the Church today which calls our attention to a reverence 
for nature, a simplicity of lifestyle, a call to poverty of spirit, and a challenge to be instruments of 
peace. In the national debate going on today over increased nuclear buildup, St. Francis could 
well be a patron for people seeking the choice of peace. !
Charismatic prayer groups are a part of the life of the Church in Eastern Montana. They can be 
a healthy sign of life within the Church. The movement for renewal in the Spirit was described by 
Pope Paul VI as a “chance for the Church and the world." Pope John Paul II spoke to an 
International Leaders' Conference of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and praised their 
devotion to prayer and the broadening of the ecclesial vision. He called the leaders of the 
Charismatic Renewal to be leaders of prayer through their own example, especially in the 
Liturgy of the Hours, the Sacrament of Penance, and above all a love for and growing 
understanding of the Eucharist as the center of all Christian prayer. Pope John Paul II also 
asked the leaders to "be concerned to provide solid food for spiritual nourishment through the 
breaking of the bread of true doctrine. " The Pope emphasized the role of the Bishop and the 
priest in the work of renewal and asked the leaders of the Charismatic Renewal to build bonds 
of trust and cooperation with them. These are important elements of charismatic prayer groups 
in the Roman Catholic Church today. As such, they offer an option for prayer by our people 
which can be most rewarding. !
Almost 100 years ago, the Knights of Columbus began as a small group of men who desired to 
work for the benefit of the Church through their concern and care for others. Today, the Knights 
of Columbus is the largest organization of Catholic men in the country whose charity and 
Christian commitment to the Church have few parallels. Our Diocese is blessed with a number 
of KC Councils who are responding to the challenge the Church offers them today - the 
development of family life, a loyalty to the Church through active participation in parish life, a 
concern for vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and a ministry to the handicapped. I 
thank the Knights of Columbus for all that they have done and are doing on behalf of the Church 
in Eastern Montana. I would urge others to be members of the KC's and to respond over the 
coming years to the challenge offered them at the recent Supreme Council Meeting by 
Archbishop Roach to be involved in the issues of social justice in our country today. 
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RESPECT LIFE Sunday is next week. In preparation for it, the Bishops of Montana will be on a 
pilgrimage through the State emphasizing the theme of “Honoring the Aged.” Next Sunday 
should be a special time in each of our parishes to reflect on the gift of life and to honor the 
aged in a special way. !
Family life is always a special concern. On alternate first Sundays of the month, I hope to share 
some thoughts on Family Life at St. Pius Church in Billings at 7:30 P.M. beginning October 4th… 
I also hope to be one of the leaders on an Engaged Encounter weekend in Billings this Spring…
And finally I look forward to a Weekend Retreat for Married Couples to be held in Great Falls the 
first weekend in April for all those interested. !
St. Francis, the Charismatics, the KC’s, Respect Life and Families. It’s all part of being in the 
Church today! 
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