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Over the past few years, young people throughout our nation have focused attention on many 
needs by walks, hikes, pilgrimages which are done to raise the consciousness of communities to 
vital issues such as school support, muscular dystrophy, etc. The Catholic Bishops of Montana 
are imitating the young people of society by a pilgrimage these two weeks in the name of LIFE! !
The Catholic Church in our nation will observe RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY next week, October 
5th. For the week preceding and the week following, Bishop Curtis of Helena, Bishop Schuster 
and I will be travelling from one end of Montana to the other to celebrate the various dimensions 
of life in our society today and the efforts that are being made to preserve and foster life issues. 
From hospitals to nursing homes, from high schools to Indian reservations, from alcohol 
treatment centers to the Cathedrals in Great Falls and Billings, we will be calling the attention of 
people to the importance and value of life in Eastern Montana. !
The RESPECT LIFE efforts of the Catholic Church in our country have emphasized the need to 
preserve the life of the unborn, the need to recognize the existence of life within a mother from 
the moment of conception. However, the RESPECT LIFE efforts of the Catholic Church in the 
U.S. includes also the broader issues of a concern for life in every facet of human experience - 
energy, environment, war and peace, sexuality, capital punishment, senior citizens, the 
handicapped and mentally retarded, prejudice and minorities, etc. !
An excellent booklet has been prepared once again this year by the United States Catholic 
Conference for use in parishes for discussion, study, reflection and action. Each parish has 
received a copy of this booklet and parishioners are asked to check with their local pastors for 
more information. !
As the Bishops of Montana travel these two weeks to various locations, you are asked to join 
them in the name of life. A society which fails to respect and preserve life is one that is doomed. 
A society which encourages and fosters life in every dimension benefits in every way by a better 
quality of life within that society itself. !
If possible, please join Bishop Schuster and me during our pilgrimage, and especially at the 
cathedral in Great Falls at 4:00 p.m. and at the cathedral in Billings at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 5th. !

++++++++++!
There will be a meeting of the priests of Eastern Montana from October 6th through October 9th 
in Great Falls. Please pray for the success of this semi-annual meeting and I pray that our 
communities will still come together each day during the week for prayer and Eucharist through 
the ministry of the laity and religious women of the Diocese. 
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