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Devotion to Mary as the Mother of Jesus is part of our tradition as a Roman Catholic faith 
community. Everything faith teaches us about Mary is intended to draw us nearer to Jesus. As 
the Mother of Jesus, Mary was blessed with a variety of graces and privileges. Yet, every grace 
given to Mary is directed towards helping us appreciate her Son.!
October has been traditionally designated as a time to give honor to Mary through a devotion of 
the recitation of the Rosary. The Rosary is a popular form of prayer that combines meditation on 
the mysteries of faith with the recitation of vocal prayers. The Church recommends this form of 
prayer as a convenient and effective way of meditating on the great mysteries of our salvation. 
As such, it is different from the liturgical prayer of the Church which includes the Mass, other 
sacraments, the Divine Office and public ritual. The Rosary, the Stations of the Cross, prayer 
services, and so on, even when said by a group of people together, are devotions distinct from 
the liturgical, or public, prayer of the Church. !
A great gift which Mary offers to us is the example she gives of complete openness to God’s will. 
Her life of deep faith, humble obedience, persevering hope, purity, poverty of spirit and 
courageous love provides a model for members of the Church today. The prayer of the Rosary 
gives us time to reflect on the way she lived out these virtues and challenges us to do the same. !
In devotion to Mary, we should avoid both exaggeration and minimization, Vatican II expressed it 
well when it stated: "True devotion consists neither in fruitless, passing emotion, nor in a certain 
vain credulity. Rather, it proceeds from faith, by which we are led to know the excellence of the 
Mother of God, and are moved to a filial love toward our mother and to the imitation of her 
virtues." (Constitution on the Church, 67) !
Throughout history, there have been reports of her appearance to various people. The Church 
does not give any definitive teaching on the authenticity or nature of such apparitions. Yet, the 
Church studies them carefully, and if the results of such events reflect God’s presence and 
providence, the Church approves the consequent devotions as is evident at Lourdes, Fatima 
and Guadalupe. These providential happenings serve as reminders to us of basic Christian 
themes of prayer, penance, and the necessity of the sacraments.!
What is most unfortunate is when people are drawn to extreme forms of devotion to Mary 
through spurious reports of her appearance. I am literally amazed at how gullible people are in 
such instances, especially when the result contradicts the unity of the Church. !
October is a time for devotion to Mary. Mary offers us an example of loyalty and commitment to 
her son Jesus, whose presence continues in the Church today. Devotion to Mary calls us to 
loyalty of the Church. Devotion to Mary calls us to renew the Church today through the witness 
of our lives. May we have the courage to say "Yes" as Mary did to the invitation God offered to 
her. !
In our own Diocese, we have placed this Third Semester of RENEW under Mary's patronage. 
May we be open to the Word of God through RENEW as Mary was. May devotion to Mary help 
all of us be better members of the Church today. 
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