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During this week, the Church in the United States celebrates what is called "Church Vocations 
Awareness Week." It is a time to reflect on the gift of service and ministry shared by laity, 
religious and priests within our parishes and diocese. It is also a time to pray for other people to 
continue the ministry which often enough we take for granted. !
Church vocations are more than a job. They are a response to a lifestyle of service which finds 
many expressions within the Church today. In the past, Church vocations were seen exclusively 
in terms of religious and priests. However, we are becoming far more accustomed, and rightfully 
so, to the ministry shared with us by laity and religious women in positions formerly associated 
almost exclusively with priests. This week's celebration of Church Vocations Awareness Week 
calls all of us to a new appreciation of ministry within the Church today. !
A Church vocation is a gift from God for the benefit of the Catholic community. Each of us is 
asked to pray that young people might respond to a Church vocation of priesthood, religious life 
or lay ministry on a full-time basis. The basic call for Church vocations has its roots within family 
life, which in itself is a Church vocation through the witness of love and faith the Catholic family 
offers society today. !
Church vocations do not just happen. They need to be nourished and encouraged. The basic 
foundation for all Church vocations is the family and the local parish community. If we are to look 
for the vocations for Church ministry of tomorrow, we must look to the families of today. !
Our own diocese has a unique challenge in the years ahead. We look at the realistic projections 
of available priest personnel to serve us. We realize that there will be half as many priests in the 
year 2000 as there are now. How will we serve the parish communities of Eastern Montana? 
The response is found in the prayers and encouragement we give now to young people to serve 
the Church through vocations to religious life, priesthood and service as lay people in the 
Church of tomorrow.!
A response to a Church vocation is more than just a personal desire to serve the Christian 
community. It involves the possession of the necessary gifts and talents to be effective ministers 
in the Church. Church ministry is more than just fulfilling one's own idea of service; it must 
respond to the needs of a community. Moreover, Church ministry demands the support of 
people within a community; support which involves encouragement and appreciation. !
Where are the vocations of tomorrow which will be needed to serve the Church of Montana? I 
believe they are around us and among us. Let us pray that young people of today will respond 
to the challenge! 

October 10, 1982

Where are the Vocations of tomorrow? 


