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As I visit the various parish communities of Eastern Montana, there is a basic question asked by 
many people. Often enough this question is unspoken and referred to obliquely. Sometimes, it is 
asked directly. The question is born out of the reality that is now an experience of many 
communities. Religious women who once staffed a parish school are no longer present. 
Parishes which had resident priests are now served by priests from other communities. Parishes 
which had more than one priest are now staffed by the pastor alone. The religious women and 
priests serving the Church of Eastern Montana are likewise becoming an older group of people 
where demands and expectations now being fulfilled could become more difficult with the 
passage of time. !
Will there be priests and sisters to serve the Church of Eastern Montana in the future? That is a 
critical question and the answer must be found among the people who comprise the Church. 
Our Diocese has been blessed with the presence of communities of religious women who have 
come to Montana from all parts of the United States and Ireland to serve us. We have been 
blessed with religious communities of men from beyond Montana - the Capuchins, 
Redemptorists, Jesuits, Benedictines, Oblates and Norbertines - in addition to the Diocesan 
priests who came to us from Ireland, Europe and other dioceses in the United States. We have 
over thirty native vocations of priests serving the Church of Eastern Montana. However, with the 
growth of the Church in our Diocese, there is a tremendous need for young women and men to 
consider a vocation to religious life and/or priesthood. Where will they come from? From 
Ireland? From Europe? From other parts of the United States? The answer is "NO." Vocations to 
religious life and priesthood must come from the families who comprise the Church of Eastern 
Montana. !
In reality, as a Diocese that is over 75 years old, we should be in a position of sharing our priest 
and religious personnel with other areas of the country and the world. A sign of maturity of a 
Diocese is its self sufficiency for religious vocations as well as the number of people we invite to 
become members of our faith community. Perhaps we take this whole situation far too much for 
granted and forget the responsibility we have as a Church to encourage vocations and to invite 
people to be part of our faith community. !
Has your parish community encouraged a young person to consider religious life and 
priesthood? Has your family proposed this as a real option for a son or daughter? Have you 
prayed for vocations? Have you encouraged others to become members of our Church or 
welcomed back people who have walked away? These are critical questions for today, but they 
are more critical for tomorrow. !
A call for vocations to the priesthood and religious life is also a call for people to lay ministry and 
greater involvement in the Church community. Such ministry and involvement is the right of 
every person by reason of Baptism and Confirmation no matter what the number of religious and 
priests we might have. But such ministry is again more than performing a task or function alone. 
If it is only that, then it is an insult to those involved. Lay ministry calls for ongoing education, 
formation and growth in prayer. 
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We are celebrating CHURCH VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK. A vocation to religious life 
and/or priesthood calls for a commitment to celibacy. Some will question that commitment or ask 
why we should not use the gifts and talents of those who have chosen another vocation after 
serving as a priest or religious. The Church, however, continues to ask of its religious and 
priests to share that unique gift of celibacy as a witness of God's love and an openness to love 
all people without a commitment to one. !
Will there be priests and religious to serve us in the Church of Eastern Montana? There will be if 
we encourage and pray for vocations. And that's up to you and me! 
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