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I have to admit that at a younger age, I thought that turning fifty years of age meant the end of 
all valuable life experiences and the beginning of senility. It is amazing how time changes that 
perspective. Having reached the half-century mark several weeks ago, I found the experience 
offered a time for some reflections on what it means to be a human being today.!
More than anything else, I'm grateful for the gift of life, a gift shared with me by my parents and 
nurtured by family and friends. I'm happy with the choices made on my behalf and ratified by 
myself in the course of my life · being a Catholic, an American, a citizen now of Montana. Being 
a priest has been a source of great joy and happiness for me and being a bishop still fills me 
with a sense of awe and wonder as I try to fulfill the ministry expected of me. !
I'm happy I'm alive today and to have had the experiences of the last fifty years - a world that 
has become so much smaller in so many ways and a Church that is in a mission of renewal. I 
wouldn't want to be any other age at this moment in time because hopefully some wisdom has 
been gained over the years that might be shared with others. I look forward to the years ahead 
and hope I never lose a sense of appreciation for the gift of life. I especially relish the 
experience of being a member of the Church today. !
And my hopes? There are many, but they involve a hope for peace in our world, a hope for all 
people, and especially the young, to appreciate the value of family life, a hope for young people 
to consider a vocation to priesthood, religious life and ministry in the Church today. I pray God 
will continue to bless me with life and health so that I might see some of my hopes realized. !
How do I feel turning fifty? Great!
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