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We live at a time when so often we ask ourselves what are our goals and purpose in regard to 
many of our activities. As members of the Church, we could well ask that same question 
regarding the parish community to which we belong. This is an important question, especially for 
parish councils as they share their advice and counsel with the pastor in focusing in on the long-
term and short-term agenda items affecting parish life today. !
Bishop John R. Keating, Bishop of Arlington, Virginia, in a recent pastoral letter on "Consultation 
on the Parish" referred to the revised Code of Cannon Law as a resource to articulate and to 
understand the pastoral mission of a parish. The law of the Church spells out the pastoral 
activities and expectations of a pastor (Canons 528-529). These two canons speak of what the 
Church considers basic pastoral work in a parish. It would include: !
1. Instruction in the full range of the faith and catechetical formation!
2. Programs promoting gospel values, including issues of social justice !
3. Catholic education of children and young adults!
4. Outreach to fallen-away Catholics!
5. Ecumenism and evangelization!
6. Programs of sacramental life and preparation!
7. Promotion of Eucharistic devotion !
8. Enhancement of programs for the sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion!
9. Inculcation of prayer life, especially within families!
10. Effective participation in the liturgy!
11. Methods of acquaintance with parishioners, the welcoming of newcomers, home visiting, 

efforts at building community!
12. Motivation of the spiritual and corporal works of mercy!
13. Efforts of special care for the sick and dying!
14. Tangible concern for the poor, the afflicted, the lonely, the exiled!
15. Fostering of solid Christian family life!
16. Promotion of the lay apostolate!
17. Strengthening of extra-parochial relations with the bishop, diocesan pastoral efforts, and a 

worldwide Catholic identity!
The above is a powerful job description which would be impossible to fulfill without the help and 
assistance of the people who comprise the parish community. The parish or pastoral council has 
a special responsibility in this regard. Bishop Keating states, “The role of the pastoral council is 
to help the pastor identify pastoral needs in the parish, help him plan pastoral programs and 
improve pastoral services, evaluate the effectiveness of existing programs and services with a 
view to their improvement or, at times, their substitution or termination.” !
The pastoral mission of a parish community is broad and extensive! Is each person in a parish 
community willing to help make that mission a reality? The answer to that question could well 
determine the vitality and success of parishes for today and tomorrow! 
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What is the Pastoral Mission of the Parish? 


