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The Church in the United States celebrates Mission Sunday this weekend. It is a time to reflect 
on, pray for, and offer support to the missionary efforts of the Church. In years past, this would 
be the weekend on which we would hear about the mission work of the Church and we would be 
asked to pray for this intention and to contribute financial support to this cause. !
In the late sixties, our diocese adopted a policy of combining the various national church 
collections into the Diocesan CARE AND SHARE Appeal. This simplified a procedure which was 
becoming burdensome to parish communities, the ever increasing number of second 
collections. However, we may have paid a heavy price for this decision because we could well 
miss out on a consciousness-raising process of who we are as a universal church. The Mission 
Sunday appeal was an opportunity for catechesis and an invitation to help provide resources for 
evangelization. !
For many years, our Diocese was supported by others in our country. So many of our Churches 
have plaques which indicate that the building was made possible through the generosity of 
Extension and its donors. Extension Society still offers financial assistance to parishes and 
individuals in our diocese today. !
Likewise the Catholic Bureau of Indian Missions has supported the work of the Church in our 
ministry to and with the Native American people. Last year, we received a grant of $77,500.00 
for this purpose. St. Labre, through its fundraising appeals from people throughout the country, 
helps support the ministry of the Church on the Crow and Cheyenne reservations. !
I share the above with you because I believe that as the Church of Eastern Montana, we are 
blessed with many resources. When in need, I believe it is only right for us to ask for help and 
assistance. But we should also be aware of our obligation to help ourselves through our own 
resources. Moreover, we should, after 78 years of existence as a diocese, be thinking of ways in 
which we might help others. For example, wouldn't it be great if every parish community helped 
by Extension in the past were to help another parish community today with a contribution of the 
same amount and adjust the figure to inflation? !
Mission Sunday is a time to reflect on our identity as a Roman Catholic faith community with an 
obligation to pray for and help others in the Church today. If we isolate ourselves and fail to have 
an ecclesial vision, we deprive ourselves of the unity and strength that is ours. Once a year at 
the time of CARE AND SHARE, we contribute to the national appeals for the mission of the 
Church in our country and in the world today. We have simplified the action of charity through 
CARE AND SHARE. Yet Christian justice calls us to pray for and to share our resources with 
others in the Church today. !
Mission Sunday is a time to reflect on our responsibility to share the Good News with others. 
Next March, we will be able to contribute our material resources to achieve this purpose through 
CARE AND SHARE. But, Mission Sunday reminds us of our ongoing obligation through prayer 
and sacrifice to advance the Kingdom of God in the world today. 

October 24, 1982

Unity and Strength


