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We have become a society very accustomed to the media. Within moments, television, radio 
and newspapers share with us the thoughts, opinions and judgments of people throughout the 
world. One person's statement might well be the occasion for an international crisis with another 
person's opinion being the basis for a decline in the stock market. When some people speak, 
the world listens. But what if God were to speak to us today? !
In reality, God does speak to us today through His Word found in sacred Scripture. It is good 
that each year at this time we designate a period of time to reflect on God's Word and to 
appreciate its implications in our lives. From November 14th to November 21st, we celebrate 
National Bible Week. !
The Bible is God's Word entrusted to the Church to guide his people along the journey of life on 
earth in preparation for the fullness of life that is yet to come. A great blessing of recent years 
has been the rediscovery of the Word of God in Scripture as a basis for prayer, study and 
reflection. As a Roman Catholic faith community, we also have the great gift of Tradition which 
helps us appreciate the Word of God to its fullest. Moreover, we are a faith community which 
celebrates Word AND Sacrament. !
An excellent resource for an appreciation of the Bible is found in a recent book by Reverend 
Raymond Brown, S.S. entitled "The Critical Meaning of the Bible." (Paulist Press, 1981, $3.95). 
Father Brown states: !
"While the biblical 'word of God' is inspired (and thus of God and not merely about Him) every 
word of it comes from human beings and is conditioned by their limitations. Because of this 
human element, one needs scientific, literary and historical methods to determine what the 
ancient authors meant when they wrote - that knowledge does not come from revelation. But the 
meaning of the Bible as the Church's collection of sacred and normative books goes beyond 
what the author meant in a particular book. Not only scholarship but also church tradition and 
teaching enters into the complex issue of what the Bible means to Christians." !
The Word of God must be a two-edged sword which challenges us today with the Gospel 
message of justice, peace and charity. It cannot be a crutch where people separate themselves 
into small agnostic groups isolated from the Christian community. !
National Bible Week offers our Roman Catholic faith community an opportunity to appreciate 
God's Word. We are asked to reflect on, pray with, and discuss that Word. The Liturgy offers us 
that opportunity each week when we gather for Sunday Eucharist. I would encourage Study 
Clubs and Discussion groups to come together to appreciate the richness of the Scriptures. 
There are many fine materials available for use through the Diocesan Media Library. Ecumenical 
study groups are also a good experience for some people, but there should be no hesitancy for 
people to share and understand their own faith traditions in light of the Word of God. What if 
God spoke today? It’s not a matter of “if”! He does speak. We are asked to listen! His words are 
found in the Bible. May the Scriptures be a source of prayer and faith for each of us! 
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