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A bishop receives many questions in person and through the mail. The title of this column was a 
question I was asked recently. It came as a surprise at first, but upon reflection, it wasn't a 
surprise at all. Many of us grew up at a time when reading and praying the Bible was not 
important. This was a far cry from the early Christian community when the Scriptures which 
contained the remembrance of Jesus' words and deeds, the letters of the Apostolic Teachers 
and the Book of Revelation in addition to the covenant between God and Israel were of the 
utmost importance. Christians created their prayer life around the Scriptures and the Scriptures 
held an important place of honor. !
In subsequent generations, the Scriptures gradually lost their prominent place in the life of 
Catholics. The Scriptures were not identified with Catholic life as they had been in the beginning. 
However, in the twentieth century a gradual return to Scripture took place. Vatican II helped 
Catholics discover once again the rich resource of the Word of God. The faithful were 
encouraged to read, study, and pray the Scriptures.  Biblical scholars were asked to continue 
probing the meaning or God's Word. Liturgists were mandated to restore the Word or God to its 
rightful place in the rituals of the Church. Our celebration of the Eucharist now begins with the 
powerful Liturgy of the Word. Each of our sacramental celebrations includes the essential 
component of readings from Scripture. !
The Bible is very much a book for Catholics. It is good to be aware of this as we celebrate 
National Bible Week from November 13th to November 20th. However, because of the 
tremendous importance of Scripture and because of the ease with which it can be 
misunderstood and misinterpreted, the Catholic Church has always recognized the need for 
caution and clarity in dealing with the Bible. Bible study groups should be encouraged to use 
sound study guides to help them appreciate the fullness of God's Word. !
As Roman Catholics, we look to God's Word as one of the two founts of revelation. The other 
basis for revelation is tradition. It is important to recognize that not everything God revealed is 
contained in the Bible. John himself tells us that there would not be enough books available to 
contain everything (John 21 :25). The Christian community, under the guidance of the Spirit, 
passed on the basis of Christ's message from one generation to the next. The Christian 
community today should be the living expression of Christ's message. !
RENEW has offered many people in Montana an opportunity to study, reflect on, and pray the 
Word of God. The Word of God is shared with us in so many ways today, especially in our 
celebration of the Eucharist and the other sacraments. May the Word of God have a powerful 
impact on all of us. Yes, the Bible is a book for Catholics.  
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