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The media will focus our nation's attention this week on the meeting of the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops in Washington, D.C. The main agenda point will be a proposed Pastoral 
Letter entitled “The Challenge of Peace: God's Promise and our Response.” TIME Magazine, in 
its issue of November 8th, recognized the importance of this gathering and summarized in its 
lead news story the main points of what is termed "nuclear theology." The excerpts from the 
Pastoral Letter include: !
"We do not perceive any situation in which the deliberative initiation of nuclear warfare, on 
however restricted a scale, can be morally justified." "We have judged immoral even the threat 
to use nuclear weapons." "We must continually say no to the idea of nuclear war." "No Christian 
can rightfully carry out orders or policies deliberately aimed at killing noncombatants." "As 
citizens we wish to affirm our loyalty to our country and its ideals, yet we must also hold to the 
universal principles proclaimed by the Church." !
For some, within the Roman Catholic faith community, the consideration of this issue goes 
beyond the religious sphere for which the Church is responsible. The Bishops are considered 
naive and unaware of all the issues, and should not be speaking out on such matters or any 
dimension of social justice. !
Yet, the Gospel message and Christian tradition would indicate otherwise. We cannot limit the 
Gospel message to only one segment of human life; the Gospel challenges all people not only 
to change their hearts, but also to change their values and structures of society. The Church 
does have a role in the political order through education in social justice, analysis of issues for 
their social and moral dimensions, the need to hold up Gospel values against public policy, and 
the willingness to speak out with courage and concern on issues involving human rights and 
human life. !
The command to love one's neighbor should embrace all human relationships from one's family 
to the entire human community. Jesus' own words and actions reveal a concern for the poor, the 
oppressed, the victims of injustice. (Lk. 4/18; Mt. 25) Our response demands appreciation for 
and action on behalf of people suffering from prejudice, poverty, hunger and war. The Gospel 
must confront our own lives and the structures of society, business and politics when the 
message of Jesus is ignored, compromised or forgotten. !
The question of war and peace cannot be ignored by the responsible Christian, especially when 
the reality of war involves nuclear arms. It is a matter of life and death. As the bishops of the 
United States discuss this issue this week, please pray for us. But more than that, may we 
recognize the need for personal conversion to the Gospel message, since there will be little or 
no impact on changing social values and structures unless there is the conversion of heart 
within ourselves. Such conversion comes through prayer and fasting. !
Why is the Church involved in issues such as war and peace? It has no choice if it is to be 
faithful to the message of Jesus and the Gospel. 
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