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There seems to be a great crisis in education today. Tremendous programs have been 
implemented in our schools and parishes, and yet people sense that something more is needed 
if the programs are to have their desired effect. This is true in important components of public 
education as well as religious education at the grade school, high school and adult level. !
Programs on drugs, alcoholism and sexuality have been introduced into the educational 
curriculum. Yet, statistics tell us that each of the abuses connected with these realities have 
risen in recent years. Religious text books and programs are pedagogically superb. Yet, young 
people and adults are still open to doubt and uncertainty. What is the problem behind the 
educational enterprise? !
It would seem to me that when education attempts to impart information which asks for a human 
response, something more is needed. That something more is the "formation component" that 
must be a part of any educational process that is expected to have an influence on life. For 
people with a Catholic faith tradition, that formation component is the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ which calls people to growth and development in their faith through prayer and 
sacrament. !
There is a definite need for sharing knowledge about drugs, sexuality, and alcoholism. Such 
sharing of knowledge really begins at the moment of birth in the family environment and is 
complemented by the programs offered in schools. But if a young person or adult is to integrate 
this knowledge in behavior, more than knowledge is required. There is a need for sharing 
values, especially values which come out of a religious tradition and experience. !
The sacramental encounters which a person has with the Lord through Baptism and Eucharist 
hopefully will create an awareness that human life becomes the dwelling place for the presence 
of God. As one becomes more aware of this presence through prayer and reflection, a strong 
motivating factor surfaces which calls for a respect for the gift of human life that is contradicted 
through alcoholism and drugs. !
The formation component of education is also so important for religious education. We should 
share the content of our faith tradition with our young and with each other, but we should also 
communicate a need to live that faith which involves an ongoing process of prayer and 
spirituality. The adult who shares his or her gifts with the community as a Special Minister of the 
Eucharist or as a Lector could be taught to perform a function, but that task or function becomes 
mechanical if there is not an ongoing process of formation that occurs on a regular basis. !
The Christian process of formation based on Gospel values is essential for the educational 
enterprise. The family and the Church must complement the educational process of our schools. 
The Church itself must emphasize and re-emphasize the challenge of the Gospel to grow in our 
faith. This insistence on the formation component will contribute to the experience of education 
that will make a difference! And that’s what being a Christian is supposed to do! 
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