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A prophet of doom could well take this week's celebration of Thanksgiving and ask, "Why 
bother?" The question might accurately judge the conditions of our time - unemployment, the 
fear of war, uncertain economic conditions. Moreover, a once a year celebration of Thanksgiving 
seems almost artificial and terribly ill timed this year. Yet, our Roman Catholic faith tradition calls 
us to celebrate Thanksgiving not only this Thursday, but each day of the year. !
Thanksgiving is at the heart of our experience as Roman Catholics. That is what Eucharist is all 
about and we give thanks each time we proclaim our faith in Word and Sacrament when we 
gather as a Christian community around the table of the Lord to celebrate Mass and to share in 
the Sacrifice the Lord offered. Our nation's celebration of Thanksgiving Day should prompt us to 
recognize the need and obligation we have to give thanks. !
Thanksgiving is a personal, collective and ecclesial experience. The experience of life, despite 
its pains, struggles and challenges, demands thanksgiving. Our thanks take on concrete form 
primarily in the people who have shared life and love with us - parents, spouse, children, family, 
friends. Personal thanksgiving extends to health, job, home and countless other realities we take 
for granted. !
Yet, each of us relates to others in the experience of community. This community includes our 
town or city, our country and the world in which we live. Thanksgiving for the political and social 
community in which we live challenges us to be part of that community through involvement in 
local concerns of politics and education. Today, we are likewise called to a new patriotism which 
must challenge us to find ways to seek peace, not war; to fulfill human needs; to care for the 
forgotten members of our society. !
And finally we give thanks as members of a Church. Such thanks becomes evident in our 
involvement in and commitment to the Roman Catholic faith community. We do that best when 
we celebrate Eucharist. But we live out Eucharist through our life in our parish community, in our 
reaching out to others to invite them to be part of our faith community, in passing on our faith 
tradition to the next generation, in recognizing our need to develop our spiritual lives. !
For some Thanksgiving is a once a year experience. For the members of the Roman Catholic 
faith community, it is a way of life every day! Happy Thanksgiving! 
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