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This week Americans throughout our nation will pause to give thanks, to celebrate a national 
holiday called Thanksgiving. This celebration has been part of our American heritage for many 
years, but thanksgiving is part of the lifeblood of what it means to be a follower of Christ. As 
Catholics, our central and most important action as a community is to celebrate Eucharist, to 
celebrate thanksgiving. We should not restrict Thanksgiving to the last Thursday each 
November; rather, we are asked to celebrate thanksgiving each time we gather around the table 
of the Lord to share His gifts of His Body and Blood. !
Some friends of mine had the custom to have everyone in the family sit down a few days before 
Thanksgiving and write out a list of people, things and events for which they wanted to give 
thanks. The usual items would fill the top of the list and include everything from life and family to 
health and home. But after a while, the list would become very personal and would even include 
an older sister giving thanks for a younger brother or vice versa. !
Life is filled with countless reasons to give thanks. Yet, so much that cries out for thanksgiving is 
taken for granted – life, health, parents, family, friends, country, Church, freedom, peace and so 
many other dimensions of human life. This Thanksgiving could well be a time to stop and reflect 
on the blessings for which we should give thanks. !
I know I give thanks for a God who touches my life in countless ways, a God who has shared 
His Son with us and gave us the opportunity to know Him, love Him and serve Him. I give thanks 
for the Church as it struggles to incarnate the presence of the Lord in the world today, a Church 
constantly in the process of renewal as it makes its way through time to eternity. I am grateful for 
a Church which challenges me to walk with the Lord, though at times I might be hesitant - 
especially when the Lord challenges us to a message of peace, sacrifice, love and an invitation 
to give up everything in order to gain everything. I am especially grateful for the Liturgy of the 
Church, the celebration of Eucharist and sacraments, the Prayer of the Church in the Liturgy of 
the Hours. !
I give thanks for the life and love shared with me by my parents. Though I believe they are now 
with God and I do not have the benefit of their love and care to sustain me now, their presence 
in my life remains a constant gift along with my family, relatives and friends. I am extremely 
happy to be a priest and honored and awed by the fact that I am a Bishop. As I give thanks for 
these gifts, I wish with all my heart that young people today might consider a vocation to 
priesthood and/or religious life to share in this gift. I am especially grateful to the people of the 
Church who sustain me, encourage me, challenge me, and share with me their journeys or faith. !
I have been especially gifted these past three and a half years. I have come to know and love 
Eastern Montana, especially the people who comprise it. I have gained a new appreciation of 
the value of the land and the power it has to yield a rich harvest when it is graced with moisture. 
The earth and sky, wind and water have become powerful symbols to me of God who shares his 
gifts with the world in which we live. The litany could go on forever. It could take the shape of the 
elderly person who is a sign of God’s love or the newborn child who is the symbol of God’s life. It 
could be the awareness of the gifts of sight and sound, breath and hearing. Yet, as one reflects 
on all these gifts, the words of the Eucharistic celebration ring out: Let us give thanks to the Lord 
our God. There is only one response: It is right to give Him thanks and praise! !
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
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