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For more than two years, I have been sharing some reflections on a variety of subjects with the 
people of Eastern Montana through this column in our diocesan newspaper. It has been an 
enjoyable means of communication with the people of our Diocese. Writing a column each week 
is sometimes difficult, but it is especially difficult at holiday times when there is so much to say, 
and the words never seem adequate. This Thursday, we celebrate a national holiday which has 
religious meaning for us as a faith community. We celebrate once again Thanksgiving Day and it 
prompts me to express feebly in words the expressions of gratitude which are mine. !
My gratitude is really centered around three realities - life, people, and the Church. Though 
distinct, these realities are interconnected and interdependent. Each expands the meaning of 
the other. !
I am truly grateful for the gift of life - to be able to breathe, to see, to touch, to love. I am grateful 
for this gift which God and my parents shared with me. I have learned to appreciate life even 
more since coming to Montana and to become acquainted with the life forces of the land and 
nature. I am extremely happy that this gift of life is experienced in a country which gives that life 
freedom. !
At the heart of my gratitude for life is the experience of sharing that life with others through love 
and friendship. I believe I have been blessed with the gift of people - especially the people I 
have known as family and friends. Many of my friends and family are now distant from me, but 
the opportunities I have to be with them at times to converse with them, laugh and cry with them, 
become even more significant and I give thanks for that! But I have also been blessed here in 
Montana with people who have touched my life in significant ways. The laity, religious women, 
brothers, deacons and priests of this diocese are a source of continual thanksgiving for what 
they have shared with me. I am especially grateful for the opportunities they have offered me to 
come into their lives. The refrain of the popular song makes so much sense - "people who need 
people are the luckiest people in the world.”!
And finally I give thanks for the Church. I believe and feel I am fortunate to be a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church. I am overwhelmed with the privilege and responsibility I have as a 
Bishop within our faith community. But, that privilege and responsibility become a basis for the 
gratitude in the context of Church - a Church universal and especially the diocesan faith 
community of Eastern Montana. The last two months have involved me with meetings of laity, 
youth, religious women, and priests of our Diocese. These meetings are a tremendous sign of 
the life and vitality of the Church in our Diocese as we become more conscious of our call to 
ministry – a call expressed in our response to the charism of ministry we share by reason of our 
baptism. It is exciting to be a member of the Roman Catholic Church today and I gave thanks for 
that!!
In a world that is still filled with hunger, war, hatred and so many contradictions of the Christian 
message, it is easy to despair. But our faith calls us to hope and thanksgiving. Though we 
celebrate Thanksgiving Day this Thursday, as a faith community we give thanks each time we 
gather around the table of the Lord for the celebration of the Eucharist. For us, every day is 
Thanksgiving Day – and I am most grateful for life, for people, and for the Church when I 
celebrate Eucharist each day and give thanks to God. Have a Happy Thanksgiving. 
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