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As this is being written, the snow is still on the ground and the temperature is below zero. As a 
newcomer to Montana, my first introduction to a Montana winter was somewhat startling. 
However, what was not surprising was the experience of people’s response to one another at 
such times. Whether waiting in line at the airport to get to Washington for the Bishop’s meeting 
or getting back a week later and finding more snow, or getting grounded in a snowdrift and the 
offer of passers by to help, or just stopping in at various stores for different reasons – all these 
encounters were met with a friendliness by people which was truly magnificent. !
This column this week is somewhat of a collection of thoughts that have crossed my mind during 
the last two weeks. The annual meeting of all the Bishops in the country in Washington, D.C. 
gave me an awareness of the Church in the United States. Every part of our nation was 
represented and in various conversations with those in attendance, I became very conscious of 
our identity as a Church, not only here in Eastern Montana, but throughout the country and in 
the world today. We celebrate and share a faith with people of all races, different cultures, 
varying occupations and our own identity as Roman Catholics is strengthened to the degree that 
we are conscious of this identity. !
At the Washington meeting of the Bishops, some of the women who attended the Ordination 
Conference in Baltimore the previous weekend were also present to talk with various members 
of the Bishops Conference. It is obvious that women today, religious and lay, are making such a 
tremendous contribution to the life of the Church in ways that were impossible a few years ago. 
However, the Church has declared that women are not able to be ordained priests. To exert 
energy on this issue can be a frustrating experience. What seems most important is to affirm the 
gifts which women possess as members of the Church at a diocesan and parish level and to 
examine the ways in which the Church calls for the involvement of women in its liturgical and 
faith life. To go beyond what the Church allows and calls for today would be to contradict our 
identity as a faith community. In our own diocese, we are fortunate to have the presence of 
dedicated lay and religious women and during this Thanksgiving season, we should be grateful 
for the gifts they share with all of us in countless ways. !
Some of the agenda items at the Bishop’s meeting included liturgical questions. It struck me that 
it was 15 years ago this December that the Second Vatican Council issued its first Constitution 
which treated the reform of the liturgy. These past 15 years have been a time of renewal in the 
liturgical life of the Church. For some, this renewal has been difficult. For others, it has not gone 
far enough. However, what is the key to the liturgical life of the Church today is the involvement 
and participation of the people in our faith celebrations. Today’s celebration of liturgy is not the 
abandonment of the past or a suppression of all past practices and devotions, but rather a 
reemphasis on the more ancient and more traditional heritage we share, especially in our 
coming together for the Eucharist. So many good articles and books are available on this 
subject, and if anyone is interested in titles, please drop me a line. 
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Returning to the Diocese after the Bishop’s meeting, I had two great experiences on a Sunday 
morning. The first was at Holy Family Parish in Great Falls where the men of the parish were 
invited to come together at 9 a.m. Mass and to remain afterwards for a breakfast meeting. 
Despite the cold and snow, more than 100 came and it proved to be a good experience for all. 
Congratulations to the men of Holy Family Parish for this manifestation of faith. Later that 
morning, I celebrated Mass with the Deaf Community of Eastern Montana. With the help of Fr. 
Slane, CSSR, I was able to communicate with the deaf community, but they in turn 
communicated to me a vibrant faith and the gift of real love which breaks all barriers of 
language. !
Thanksgiving will hopefully have been spent at Labre Mission in Ashland and afterwards, I hope 
to be at Laurel for the weekend Masses. Next weekend, the first Sunday of Advent, I plan to be 
at Livingston. The first weekend in December marks the beginning of Advent and once again we 
wonder where the time has gone. A new Church year is about to begin. It is a time of waiting 
once again for the Lord to enter our lives this Christmas. With all the traveling and meetings I 
have had the last few months, I know I hope I hear and appreciate the Advent message of being 
able to wait for the Lord. But to wait for the Lord means to slow down so that we can use the 
precious gift of time to let the Lord enter our lives. I guess that’s a message not only for the 
priests and people of the diocese, but also for myself. !
I hope you had a great Thanksgiving and that the Advent season will be a time of prayer and 
hope for all of us as we wait once again for the coming of the Lord. 
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