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Maybe getting older each year gives us the sense of almost being rushed from one season to 
the next. I have that feeling this year, as I realize that Advent begins this weekend and that 
Christmas is only four weeks away. There have been reminders in the stores with the Christmas 
decorations already in place and the media has begun its annual campaign of telling us that 
there are only so many days left to Christmas. However, in the midst of all this activity, the 
Church steps in to ask us to make the coming weeks a time of prayer in preparation for the 
Feast of Christmas. !
I have to admit that Advent is my favorite liturgical season. Maybe it's the sense of longing and 
preparation that we are asked to develop within ourselves as we wait once again to recall the 
birth of Christ. Perhaps it is the series of powerful readings from the prophet Isaiah in the Liturgy 
of the Hours and in the readings for daily Mass. It definitely includes the awareness of the 
Advent hero, St. John the Baptist, the powerful prophet who reminds us of our ministry to 
announce the presence of the Lord. Whatever the reason, I believe Advent calls myself and 
others to a deeper religious experience. !
The key word for the Advent season is PREPARE! As I look for ways in which to do that, I might 
search for a new approach. Yet, I am reminded by the Church that Jesus Himself would leave us 
the best means possible to celebrate this season. This would include especially the Eucharist 
and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It would also be a time to use the Scriptures, especially the 
Old Testament, as a basis for prayer, study and reflection. !
Advent points toward the feast of Christmas, a time when families and friends come together in 
a unique experience of joy. Advent then becomes a time when we might well invite people to 
"come home for Christmas," to return to an active involvement with our Christian community. So 
many people are merely waiting for the invitation. !
Finally, Advent is a time for penance, a time to fulfill one of the basic commands of the Gospel 
message. It's a time to wait again, but it can be a graced time if we make it such. Have a 
blessed Advent! 
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It’s that time to wait again


