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One of the most powerful elements of the Advent season is the voice of the prophet Isaiah who 
speaks to us these days in the Liturgy of the Word during our celebration of the Eucharist as 
well as in the Liturgy of the Hours which is the official prayer of the Church. Isaiah was a prophet 
of the Old Testament who shared God's message with the Jewish community. Like all prophets, 
Isaiah at times was not a popular person because people did not want to hear what God asked 
of them. !
Jesus is referred to as Priest, Prophet and King. Last week, we celebrated the feast of Christ the 
King where we were reminded of Christ's power in our lives and the need to recognize His 
dominion in the world today. We encounter Christ as Priest as He continues His saving actions 
in the Eucharist and the other sacraments. But we are also asked to acknowledge Christ's 
ministry as Prophet, the Person who challenges us with the two-edged sword of the Word of 
God. !
The Church today continues the ministry of Jesus. We are asked to be faithful to this mission of 
the Church through our fidelity to the Church's proclamation of the Word, through its teachings 
and the celebration of the sacraments in its liturgy. Christ continues to be the Priest and King in 
the world today through the Church. But Christ also asks the Church to be the prophet, to 
continue this dimension of His ministry in today's society. !
If the Church is to continue Christ's mission, it must speak out and take a prophetic stance. This 
is what the National Conference of Catholic Bishops did at their meeting in Washington, D.C. 
earlier this month. The Church must speak out in defense of the life of the unborn in a society 
which takes abortion so much for granted. The Church must voice its concern for peace by 
questioning and challenging increased military spending, especially of additional nuclear 
weapons, while the poor and the elderly experience cutbacks in social services. Neither the 
Church through the Holy Father or the National Conference of Catholic Bishops has asked for 
unilateral disarmament, but the Church has spoken out loudly against the escalation of the arms 
race and encouraged the resumption of the disarmament talks between all nations with nuclear 
weapons. The Church cries out for the eradication of prejudice between people with different 
racial, cultural and ethnic backgrounds. The Church must be concerned about the political 
situation in Central America. !
The Church, if it is to continue the mission of Christ, must be the prophet today – not on the 
world's terms, but on Christ's! Do we have the courage to listen - and respond? Happy Advent! 
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The cry of the prophets – but does anyone hear? 


