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What was written and talked about for some time has now become a reality. As of last weekend, 
the Roman Catholic Church operates under a revised Code of Canon Law. In the coming 
months, this law will affect countless people in living out their relationship to the Roman Catholic 
faith community. Hopefully, the revised Code of Canon Law will be seen as a positive expression 
of what the Church is as a People of God joined together in faith and worship. !
In an age when personal freedom and individuality are emphasized and even canonized, the 
very existence of law within the community of love which the Church is expected to be seen as  
out of place. Yet, the presence of law is essential to the individual and common good. Just as all 
law does, the revised Code of Canon Law outlines the rights and privileges of all members of 
the Church. But the law also shares a vision and an ideal which we are asked to live. !
Perhaps the greatest challenge which law offers is to those whose responsibility it is to share the 
law, interpret the law, and challenge people to follow the law. It would be much simpler if 
everyone were to do his or her own thing. Yet, that would result in chaos and the destruction of 
the community which the law helps to bring together. !
Behind each law within the revised Code of Canon Law is the presence of much reflection, 
prayer, and dialogue. For some, the revised Code of Canon Law does not offer the freedom that 
was suggested in the preparation of this revision. Yet, the revised Code outlines the basis for 
our unity as a community of faith and worship. This is what gives us our Roman Catholic identity 
in contrast to a congregational approach where each community picks and chooses what it 
deems appropriate. !
As a public minister of the Church, I do not have the right to ignore the law which the Church 
shares with the Christian community. As a public minister, I am obliged to follow that law and to 
preach it publicly. To do otherwise would be to contradict the ministry I share. I realize full well 
the frustration of some who hoped the Church would legislate differently on issues such as 
intercommunion, divorce, remarriage and the legal processes connected with a Marriage 
Tribunal. Yet, the Church has chosen to be explicit and clear on its expectations in these as in 
so many other dimensions of Christian life. Hopefully, people will see the basic command of love 
inherent in the law whereby the law becomes merely the minimal expectation of disciples of 
Jesus. !
As we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and the great message of life and love 
which He shared with us, may our awareness and acknowledgement of Church law increase the 
life and love of the Christian community in our lives, our parishes, our diocese. 
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