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The past few weeks have been like riding a merry-go-round. Constant activity seemed to be the 
order of each day. After the meeting of all the Bishops in the country in Washington, D.C., a pile 
of mail covered the desk. Initial attempts to respond to these letters began, but there just doesn’t 
seem to be enough time in a day. !
A visit to Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls highlighted the days before Thanksgiving. 
The concern for the religious welfare of men and women in the military was obvious through the 
dedication and work of the Air Force Chaplains. !
The severe cold and tremendous snowfall prevented the originally scheduled meeting of all the 
priests in the Diocese the few days before Thanksgiving. But the cold and snow abated enough 
to allow me to drive on Thanksgiving Day to St. Labre Mission in Ashland for Thanksgiving 
dinner. All those who share in the various ministries on the Crow and Cheyenne reservation 
joined together for a day of prayer, reflection and planning. The various priests, sisters, brothers 
and laity who exercise different ministries in this area of our diocese are a dedicated and faith-
filled group of people. !
The Saturday after Thanksgiving was the perfect time to have the official re-opening of the St. 
Vincent de Paul store in Billings. It was a privilege to celebrate Mass at the store with the people 
of the community and to bless the remodeled building. Hopefully, the St. Vincent de Paul store 
will be a sign of the charity to which we are all called as Christians. !
Saturday night and Sunday morning were spent in Laurel with the people of St. Anthony’s 
Parish. It was a great experience to celebrate the Eucharist with them and to have the 
opportunity to meet with the people of St. Anthony’s afterwards. The long drive back to Great 
Falls began on Sunday afternoon and I had the first experience of driving through Judith Gap in 
a storm. The long drive offered a time for prayer and reflection before the beginning of the 
rescheduled presbyterate meeting that began on Sunday evening.!
The two day presbyterate meeting was a great experience of listening, sharing and discussing 
various issues with the priests of our diocese. We are very fortunate to have the dedication and 
commitment of the priests who serve the people of Eastern Montana in various ways. !
One of the issues which was discussed at the Presbyterate meeting included a projection of 
priest personnel to serve the diocese in the future. There is a real need to encourage young 
men to consider a vocation to the priesthood. A special program for young men who are college 
graduates or who are presently in college who might be interested in priesthood will be held at 
the Bishop’s residence on December 15th, 16th and 17th. Young men who might be interested in 
attending this weekend experience are asked to contact their parish priest. I would ask the 
prayers of all the people of Eastern Montana for the success of this weekend. Similar weekend 
programs are planned for the future for men and women interested in ministry and religious life. !
The past weekend included a trip to Livingston to celebrate Mass and to meet the people of that 
community. I look forward very much to the weekends in the various parishes in order to 
become acquainted with the Church of our diocese. 
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With all this activity going on in my own life, and perhaps also in yours, it could well happen that 
one of the major seasons of the Church year might arrive and would not even be aware of it. 
The season of Advent begins this week. It is a precious time in the liturgical year. It marks the 
beginning of another year of celebrating the mystery of salvation. It is a time of waiting of the 
Lord to come once again into our lives to a greater degree this Christmas. Slow us all down, 
Lord, that we might have the time to meet you during this season of prayer and penance. It 
would be tragic to go through the season of Advent and not celebrate it by slowing down to 
prepare for the coming of the Lord once again this Christmas. 
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