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Plans by some have been made for months. Others are just beginning to look into possibilities. 
Still others are trying to arrange their schedules. And what is all this activity about? It's that time 
of year when people are planning to come home for Christmas. !
No other time of the year seems to create the yearning within peoples' hearts to return home 
than does Christmas. That desire is rooted in trying to capture a past, to recall one's roots, to be 
in contact with others with whom we have shared life and love. Christmas is a time when people 
come home. !
Coming home for Christmas is not only a phenomenon from a human point of view, it is also a 
time for many to join once again with other members of a faith tradition and to celebrate 
Christmas in a religious way. Churches are jammed at Christmas time because it seems that 
within each person there is a deep-rooted desire to express gratitude and praise to God for the 
gift which Christmas celebrates. !
We do that best, it seems, when we join with others to celebrate God's love for the human race 
expressed in the birth of Jesus. !
Among those who might be a part of a religious celebration on Christmas day will be many who 
walked away from the Church in years past. There are different reasons for their departure, but 
there still remains the desire to come home for Christmas. Home for many people is the Roman 
Catholic faith community of a parish and a diocese. One of the great gilts we might offer to 
others this Christmas is the invitation to come home for Christmas. It might involve a phone call, 
a personal meeting, a letter - but this is the time of year when people welcome such an invitation 
if it is extended to them. !
For all of us preparing to celebrate Christmas, these days of Advent are especially important. 
We wait hopefully in a religious way to celebrate once again the birth of Christ. We take 
advantage of Advent by being a part of a community of faith which comes together in Eucharist 
even on a dally basis; we try to take advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in order to 
bring healing to any of the brokenness and sin that exists in our lives; we take time to pray and 
read the Word of God in scripture. Such actions will help us prepare for Christmas in the best 
way possible. !
Christmas, however, should never be celebrated alone. Plan now to invite someone to come 
home for Christmas, to return and to take an active part once again in the faith community of 
your parish. That’s a gift that will not only last this Christmas, but will last for eternity! 
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