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Throughout Eastern Montana, for the last month or two, a set of words has become a familiar 
statement. You will find these words on billboards, in parish bulletins, in the daily newspaper, 
and even on ads on television and radio. The words and the message remain the same: COME 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. !
As we celebrate this 75th year of our existence as a Church in Eastern Montana. we are most 
conscious of everyone who has been a part of that experience. However, for one reason or 
other, some people who have been part of our story in Eastern Montana have walked away from 
the Church quietly, or in anger, in confusion, or even in disappointment. This Christmas season 
we would like to welcome people back, to take time to listen to their hurts, to be patient as they 
seek understanding. !
In many ways the accelerated events of the last fifteen years with the introduction of many new 
dimensions of Church life may have contributed to people walking away. Likewise, the 
experience of divorce in a family could well have occasioned a sense of alienation. The 
regulations and expectations of the Church regarding marriage and sexuality might well be 
another reason for people no longer practicing their faith. Or it could well have been a 
misunderstanding with another person. Whatever the reason, this Christmas could well be a 
time to come home, to talk with one of your parish family about how the questions raised might 
be resolved if that is possible. !
In a special way, the invitation to COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS is extended to the young 
people of our Diocese. As young people struggle with their own identity and work through 
college and young adulthood, religious belief and practice might well become a matter of 
secondary importance. This Christmas is a time to come home, to return to a relationship with 
the Lord who gives meaning and significance to our lives. !
What does the reader of this column do in response to the above? Undoubtedly, there are 
members of our own families or people in our community who might have walked away from the 
Church over these past years. In many cases, a number of people will respond favorably and 
positively to a simple invitation to COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS. Likewise, a number of 
people who have no Church affiliation would respond to the invitation you might offer to them to 
join you at Church this Christmas. !
Someone once remarked that Christianity is the best kept secret in the world. If we treasure the 
gift of faith we share and possess, this could be the time to have others share that same gift. 
This Christmas, why not invite someone to COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS? 
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++++++++++!
This past weekend gave me the opportunity to be with the people of St. Bernard's in Billings as 
well as with the people of Holy Rosary Parish for the celebration of Eucharist. Both experiences 
proved to be most enjoyable. This coming week will find me in Great Falls with the intention of 
catching up on a load of desk work as well as having the intention of even getting some 
Christmas shopping accomplished. The only problem is that I am not used to such shopping 
usually until Christmas Eve. I know if I wind up in the toy departments, I will be playing with 
many of the toys myself, especially those fascinating electronic games. Next weekend I will be in 
Big Timber for Mass with a stop at Laurel on Sunday afternoon on the way to Billings. After a few 
days in Billings, at the beginning of next week, I return to Great Falls and then at the end or the 
week I begin my Christmas journey at Red Lodge. !
Despite all the travel, this second Christmas in Montana is proving to be time for quiet, for 
reflection, for prayer. It is a time for waiting! l hope these weeks prove to be a prayerful 
experience for each or you. 
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