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Few words in the English language or in human experience have as much power or significance 
when they are connected as do the words "home" and "Christmas.” Perhaps it is an experience 
rooted in early childhood. The message of the media and the sounds of Christmas create a 
yearning within each of us to be home at Christmas. Home is a symbol and a reality of family, 
friends, relatives and people we love. It is not only a place, but also an experience. !
Loneliness takes on poignant expression at Christmas time. Christmas is not a day to be by 
oneself, but it is rather a time to share with others. In many ways, as human beings we respond 
to the example given us by God whose Word became incarnate and He shared life and love with 
the human race. !
But Christmas is also a time to return home to our religious roots. It is a common experience as 
people grow older to walk away from a religious tradition which was part of their earlier lives. 
This journey may have involved a thousand and one different factors. Perhaps the changes in 
the Church over the last fifteen years were a disturbing factor. A marriage may have fallen apart 
and no one was present to offer words of support or healing. Questions and doubts could well 
have been raised and the gift of time was not shared in order to dialogue and respond. 
Whatever the reason might have been for walking away from the Christian community, it was a 
personal experience which people remember well and are often reluctant to discuss. !
Now it is Christmas once again. It is time to invite people to come home for Christmas. With that 
invitation comes also an apology for any hurt that we as a Christian community may have 
occasioned in the lives of others, sincere regrets for a lack of patience or understanding, sorrow 
for the failure to share the gift of time and a listening ear with people who asked for these simple 
gifts from many of us. !
Each of us knows people who have walked away from the Church. With kindness and charity, 
why not invite them to come home this year to be with the Catholic faith community at Christmas 
time? Invite them to share in the sacrament of reconciliation where Christ offers healing and 
peace. Invite them to be nourished in the Eucharist. Welcome them home! !
Christmas is not a time to be spent alone. It is a time for people to come together to share a 
faith, to dream of peace, to hope in the future. Come home for Christmas. It is a journey worth 
taking!
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Are you coming home for Christmas? 


