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The announcements seem to be everywhere. The radio, newspapers, and television remind us 
that there are but a few shopping days left until Christmas. A tremendous amount of time, effort 
and money will be spent during the next week with the hope that we find the right gift for the 
right person. !
Christmas is that special time of year when everyone from the child to the adult has the right to 
have a "Christmas Wish List." Such a list contains the possible as well as perhaps the 
impossible. But what's the use of wishing if one cannot hope for the impossible to become a 
reality. !
As Bishop, I have a Christmas Wish List. It's not a personal list from one point of view, and yet it 
is very personal because it reflects some basic values which are important to me. In many ways, 
these wishes are really prayers which I believe can become a reality as a result of commitment, 
work, study - and of course, prayer itself. The list is by no means exhaustive but it is a start.!
If I could have anything I wanted this Christmas, I would hope for the following. I would hope 
especially that as a Diocesan Church made up of individuals, families and parish communities, 
we would be identified more and more as a people of prayer and spirituality rooted especially in 
the Eucharist. !
As you know being Roman Catholic is very important to me, and so I wish that as a Roman 
Catholic faith community we would acknowledge and respond in a stronger way to the need for 
ongoing religious formation and education from childhood until the day we die; moreover, I wish 
that we keep on growing in our identity as Roman Catholics with a vision and understanding of 
Church which goes beyond our own parish, community or diocese. !
The future is important to me, and so I wish that we keep on searching for more effective ways 
to prepare our young people to experience Church which will utilize their gifts and enthusiasm 
resulting in a greater commitment; and from these young people I wish that as a faith community 
we have the courage and conviction to call forth young men and women to consider religious life 
and priesthood as a vocation to serve the Church of Eastern Montana. !
Our celebrations of faith in liturgy are so critical for the life of our faith community, and so I wish 
that all of us would give the highest possible priority to our Sunday celebrations which will reflect 
who we are and what we believe; and with such celebrations, I would hope that we would be 
able to invite those who have left our faith community, or those who have never been a part of it, 
to join us. !
At the heart of the community as a Church and society is the family, and so I hope that we might 
discover means to enrich family life while at the same time finding resources to help those in 
pain or those affected by the death of a partner, separation or divorce. This wish includes also 
the hope that young people might be prepared for marriage and family life through the 
environment of faith, love and commitment which we as adults offer them. !
As you can see, my Christmas Wish List is quite extensive. Some would consider such wishes 
impossible dreams. Yet, I have the conviction that as a diocesan community of faith, we can 
make these wishes and countless others become a reality. After all, Christmas is a time to make 
the impossible come true!
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